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[1]ParentBBCDivisionsBBC News OnlineBBC News (TV Channel)Websitebbc.co.uk (UK)bbc.com (global)BBC News is an operational business division[2] of the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) responsible for the gathering and broadcasting of news and current affairs in the UK and around the world. The department is the world's largest
broadcast news organisation and generates about 120 hours of radio and television output each day, as well as online news coverage.[3][4] The service has over 5,500 journalists working across its output[1] including in 50 foreign news bureaus where more than 250 foreign correspondents are stationed.[5] Deborah Turness has been the CEO of news
and current affairs since September 2022.[6]In 2019, it was reported in an Ofcom report that the BBC spent 136m on news during the period April 2018 to March 2019.[7] BBC News' domestic, global and online news divisions are housed within the largest live newsroom in Europe, in Broadcasting House in central London. Parliamentary coverage is
produced and broadcast from studios in London. Through BBC English Regions, the BBC also has regional centres across England and national news centres in Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. All nations and English regions produce their own local news programmes and other current affairs and sport programmes.The BBC is a quasi-
autonomous corporation authorised by royal charter, making it operationally independent of the government.Further information: Timeline of BBC Television NewsFurther information: Timeline of BBC Radio NewsThis is London calling 2L.O calling. Here is the first general news bulletin, copyright by Reuters, Press Association, Exchange Telegraph
and Central News.BBC news programme opening during the 1920s[8]The British Broadcasting Company broadcast its first radio bulletin from radio station 2L.O on 14 November 1922.[9] Wishing to avoid competition, newspaper publishers persuaded the government to ban the BBC from broadcasting news before 7pm, and to force it to use wire
service copy instead of reporting on its own.[8] The BBC gradually gained the right to edit the copy and, in 1934, created its own news operation.[10] However, it could not broadcast news before 6p.m. until World War I1.[8] In addition to news, Gaumont British and Movietone cinema newsreels had been broadcast on the TV service since 1936, with
the BBC producing its own equivalent Television Newsreel programme from January 1948.[11] A weekly Children's Newsreel was inaugurated on 23 April 1950, to around 350,000 receivers.[10] The network began simulcasting its radio news on television in 1946, with a still picture of Big Ben.[8] Televised bulletins began on 5 July 1954, broadcast
from leased studios within Alexandra Palace in London.[12][failed verification]The public's interest in television and live events was stimulated by Elizabeth II's coronation in 1953. It is estimated that up to 27million people[13] viewed the programme in the UK, overtaking radio's audience of 12million for the first time.[14] Those live pictures were fed
from 21 cameras in central London to Alexandra Palace for transmission, and then on to other UK transmitters opened in time for the event.[15] That year, there were around two million TV Licences held in the UK, rising to over three million the following year, and four and a half million by 1955.[16]Television news, although physically separate from
its radio counterpart, was still firmly under radio news' control in the 1950s. Correspondents provided reports for both outlets, and the first televised bulletin, shown on 5 July 1954 on the then BBC television service and presented by Richard Baker, involved his providing narration off-screen while stills were shown.[17] This was then followed by the
customary Television Newsreel with a recorded commentary by John Snagge (and on other occasions by Andrew Timothy).[citation needed]On-screen newsreaders were introduced a year later in 1955 Kenneth Kendall (the first to appear in vision), Robert Dougall, and Richard Bakerthree weeks before ITN's launch on 21 September 1955.
[18]Mainstream television production had started to move out of Alexandra Palace in 1950[19] to larger premises mainly at Lime Grove Studios in Shepherd's Bush, west London taking Current Affairs (then known as Talks Department) with it. It was from here that the first Panorama, a new documentary programme, was transmitted on 11 November
1953, with Richard Dimbleby becoming anchor in 1955.[20]In 1958, Hugh Carleton Greene became head of News and Current Affairs.[21]0n 1 January 1960, Greene became Director-General.[22] Greene made changes that were aimed at making BBC reporting more similar to its competitor ITN, which had been highly rated by study groups held by
Greene.[23]A newsroom was created at Alexandra Palace, television reporters were recruited and given the opportunity to write and voice their own scriptswithout having to cover stories for radio too.[citation needed]On 20 June 1960, Nan Winton, the first female BBC network newsreader, appeared in vision.[24] 19 September 1960 saw the start of
the radio news and current affairs programme The Ten O'clock News.[25]BBC2 started transmission on 20 April 1964 and began broadcasting a new show, Newsroom.[26]The World at One, a lunchtime news programme, began on 4 October 1965 on the then Home Service, and the year before News Review had started on television. News Review
was a summary of the week's news, first broadcast on Sunday, 26 April 1964[27] on BBC 2 and harking back to the weekly Newsreel Review of the Week, produced from 1951, to open programming on Sunday eveningsthe difference being that this incarnation had subtitles for the deaf and hard-of-hearing. As this was the decade before electronic
caption generation, each superimposition ("super") had to be produced on paper or card, synchronised manually to studio and news footage, committed to tape during the afternoon, and broadcast early evening. Thus Sundays were no longer a quiet day for news at Alexandra Palace. The programme ran until the 1980s[28] by then using electronic
captions, known as Anchor to be superseded by Ceefax subtitling (a similar Teletext format), and the signing of such programmes as See Hear (from 1981).0n Sunday 17 September 1967, The World This Weekend, a weekly news and current affairs programme, launched on what was then Home Service, but soon-to-be Radio 4.Preparations for colour
began in the autumn of 1967 and on Thursday 7 March 1968 Newsroom on BBC2 moved to an early evening slot, becoming the first UK news programme to be transmitted in colour[29] from Studio A at Alexandra Palace. News Review and Westminster (the latter a weekly review of Parliamentary happenings) were "colourised" shortly after.However,
much of the insert material was still in black and white, as initially only a part of the film coverage shot in and around London was on colour reversal film stock, and all regional and many international contributions were still in black and white. Colour facilities at Alexandra Palace were technically very limited for the next eighteen months, as it had
only one RCA colour Quadruplex videotape machine and, eventually two Pye plumbicon colour telecinesalthough the news colour service started with just one.Black and white national bulletins on BBC 1 continued to originate from Studio B on weekdays, along with Town and Around, the London regional "opt out" programme broadcast throughout
the 1960s (and the BBC's first regional news programme for the South East), until it started to be replaced by Nationwide on Tuesday to Thursday from Lime Grove Studios early in September 1969. Town and Around was never to make the move to Television Centre instead it became London This Week which aired on Mondays and Fridays only, from
the new TVC studios.[30]Television News moved to BBC Television Centre in September 1969.The BBC moved production out of Alexandra Palace in 1969. BBC Television News resumed operations the next day with a lunchtime bulletin on BBC1 in black and white from Television Centre, where it remained until March 2013.[citation needed]This
move to a smaller studio with better technical facilities allowed Newsroom and News Review to replace back projection with colour-separation overlay.[citation needed] During the 1960s, satellite communication had become possible;[31] however, it was some years before digital line-store conversion was able to undertake the process seamlessly.
[citation needed]Angela Rippon, pictured in 1983, became the first female news presenter in 1975.0n 14 September 1970, the first Nine O'Clock News was broadcast on television. Robert Dougall presented the first week from studio N1[32] described by The Guardian[33] as "a sort of polystyrene padded cell"[34]the bulletin having been moved from
the earlier time of 20.50 as a response to the ratings achieved by ITN's News at Ten, introduced three years earlier on the rival ITV. Richard Baker and Kenneth Kendall presented subsequent weeks, thus echoing those first television bulletins of the mid-1950s.Angela Rippon became the first female news presenter of the Nine O'Clock News in 1975.
Her work outside the news was controversial at the time, appearing on The Morecambe and Wise Christmas Show in 1976 singing and dancing.[32]The first edition of John Craven's Newsround, initially intended only as a short series and later renamed just Newsround, came from studio N3 on 4 April 1972.Afternoon television news bulletins during
the mid to late 1970s were broadcast from the BBC newsroom itself, rather than one of the three news studios. The newsreader would present to camera while sitting on the edge of a desk; behind him staff would be seen working busily at their desks. This period corresponded with when the Nine O'Clock News got its next makeover, and would use a
CSO background of the newsroom from that very same camera each weekday evening.Also in the mid-1970s, the late night news on BBC2 was briefly renamed Newsnight,[35] but this was not to last, or be the same programme as we know today that would be launched in 1980 and it soon reverted to being just a news summary with the early evening
BBC2 news expanded to become Newsday.News on radio was to change in the 1970s, and on Radio 4 in particular, brought about by the arrival of new editor Peter Woon from television news and the implementation of the Broadcasting in the Seventies report. These included the introduction of correspondents into news bulletins where previously
only a newsreader would present, as well as the inclusion of content gathered in the preparation process. New programmes were also added to the daily schedule, PM and The World Tonight as part of the plan for the station to become a "wholly speech network".[33] Newsbeat launched as the news service on Radio 1 on 10 September 1973.[36]On 23
September 1974, a teletext system which was launched to bring news content on television screens using text only was launched. Engineers originally began developing such a system to bring news to deaf viewers, but the system was expanded. The Ceefax service became much more diverse before it ceased on 23 October 2012: it not only had
subtitling for all channels, it also gave information such as weather, flight times and film reviews.By the end of the decade, the practice of shooting on film for inserts in news broadcasts was declining, with the introduction of ENG technology into the UK. The equipment would gradually become less cumbersome the BBC's first attempts had been
using a Philips colour camera with backpack base station and separate portable Sony U-matic recorder in the latter half of the decade.In 1980, the Iranian Embassy Siege had been shot electronically by the BBC Television News Outside broadcasting team, and the work of reporter Kate Adie, broadcasting live from Prince's Gate, was nominated for
BAFTA actuality coverage, but this time beaten by ITN for the 1980 award.[37]Newsnight, the news and current affairs programme, was due to go on air on 23 January 1980, although trade union disagreements meant that its launch from Lime Grove was postponed by a week.[38] On 27 August 1981 Moira Stuart became the first African Caribbean
female newsreader to appear on British television.By 1982, ENG technology had become sufficiently reliable for Bernard Hesketh to use an Ikegami camera to cover the Falklands War, coverage for which he won the "Royal Television Society Cameraman of the Year" award[39] and a BAFTA nomination[40] the first time that BBC News had relied
upon an electronic camera, rather than film, in a conflict zone. BBC News won the BAFTA for its actuality coverage,[41] however the event has become remembered in television terms for Brian Hanrahan's reporting where he coined the phrase "I'm not allowed to say how many planes joined the raid, but I counted them all out and I counted them all
back"[42] to circumvent restrictions, and which has become cited as an example of good reporting under pressure.[43]The first BBC breakfast television programme, Breakfast Time also launched during the 1980s, on 17 January 1983 from Lime Grove Studio E and two weeks before its ITV rival TV-am. Frank Bough, Selina Scott, and Nick Ross
helped to wake viewers with a relaxed style of presenting.[44]The Six O'Clock News first aired on 3 September 1984, eventually becoming the most watched news programme in the UK (however, since 2006 it has been overtaken by the BBC News at Ten). In October 1984, images of millions of people starving to death in the Ethiopian famine were
shown in Michael Buerk's Six O'Clock News reports.[45] The BBC News crew were the first to document the famine, with Buerk's report on 23 October describing it as "a biblical famine in the 20th century" and "the closest thing to hell on Earth".[46] The BBC News report shocked Britain, motivating its citizens to inundate relief agencies, such as
Save the Children, with donations, and to bring global attention to the crisis in Ethiopia.[47] The news report was also watched by Bob Geldof, who would organise the charity single "Do They Know It's Christmas?" to raise money for famine relief followed by the Live Aid concert in July 1985.[45]Starting in 1981, the BBC gave a common theme to its
main news bulletins with new electronic titlesa set of computer-animated "stripes" forming a circle[48] on a red background with a "BBC News" typescript appearing below the circle graphics, and a theme tune consisting of brass and keyboards. The Nine used a similar (striped) number 9. The red background was replaced by a blue from 1985 until
1987.By 1987, the BBC had decided to re-brand its bulletins and established individual styles again for each one with differing titles and music, the weekend and holiday bulletins branded in a similar style to the Nine, although the "stripes" introduction continued to be used until 1989 on occasions where a news bulletin was screened out of the
running order of the schedule.[49]In 1987, John Birt resurrected the practice of correspondents working for both TV and radio with the introduction of bi-media journalism.[50]The combined newsroom for domestic television and radio was opened at Television Centre in West London in 1998.During the 1990s, a wider range of services began to be
offered by BBC News, with the split of BBC World Service Television to become BBC World (news and current affairs), and BBC Prime (light entertainment). Content for a 24-hour news channel was thus required, followed in 1997 with the launch of domestic equivalent BBC News 24. Rather than set bulletins, ongoing reports and coverage was
needed to keep both channels functioning and meant a greater emphasis in budgeting for both was necessary. In 1998, after 66 years at Broadcasting House, the BBC Radio News operation moved to BBC Television Centre.[51]New technology, provided by Silicon Graphics, came into use in 1993 for a re-launch of the main BBC 1 bulletins, creating a
virtual set which appeared to be much larger than it was physically. The relaunch also brought all bulletins into the same style of set with only small changes in colouring, titles, and music to differentiate each. A computer generated cut-glass sculpture of the BBC coat of arms was the centrepiece of the programme titles until the large scale corporate
rebranding of news services in 1999.In November 1997, BBC News Online was launched, following individual webpages for major news events such as the 1996 Olympic Games, 1997 general election, and the death of Princess Diana.[52]In 1999, the biggest relaunch occurred, with BBC One bulletins, BBC World, BBC News 24, and BBC News Online
all adopting a common style. One of the most significant changes was the gradual adoption of the corporate image by the BBC regional news programmes, giving a common style across local, national and international BBC television news. This also included Newyddion, the main news programme of Welsh language channel S4C, produced by BBC
News Wales.Following the relaunch of BBC News in 1999, regional headlines were included at the start of the BBC One news bulletins in 2000.[53] The English regions did however lose five minutes at the end of their bulletins, due to a new headline round-up at 18:55.[54] 2000 also saw the Nine O'Clock News moved to the later time of 22:00.[55]
This was in response to ITN who had just moved their popular News at Ten programme to 23:00.[56] ITN briefly returned News at Ten but following poor ratings when head-to-head against the BBC's Ten O'Clock News, the ITN bulletin was moved to 22.30, where it remained until 14 January 2008.The retirement in 2009 of Peter Sissons[57] and
departure of Michael Buerk from the Ten O'Clock News[58] led to changes in the BBC One bulletin presenting team on 20 January 2003. The Six O'Clock News became double headed with George Alagiah and Sophie Raworth after Huw Edwards and Fiona Bruce moved to present the Ten. A new set design featuring a projected fictional newsroom
backdrop was introduced, followed on 16 February 2004 by new programme titles to match those of BBC News 24.BBC News 24 and BBC World introduced a new style of presentation in December 2003, that was slightly altered on 5 July 2004 to mark 50 years of BBC Television News.[59] On 7 March 2005 director general Mark Thompson launched
the "Creative Futures" project to restructure the organisation.[60]The individual positions of editor of the One and Six O'Clock News were replaced by a new daytime position in November 2005. Kevin Bakhurst became the first Controller of BBC News 24, replacing the position of editor. Amanda Farnsworth became daytime editor while Craig Oliver
was later named editor of the Ten O'Clock News. The bulletins also began to be simulcast with News 24, as a way of pooling resources.[citation needed] Bulletins received new titles and a new set design in May 2006, to allow for Breakfast to move into the main studio for the first time since 1997. The new set featured Barco videowall screens with a
background of the London skyline used for main bulletins and originally an image of cirrus clouds against a blue sky for Breakfast. This was later replaced following viewer criticism.[61] The studio bore similarities with the ITN-produced ITV News in 2004, though ITN uses a CSO Virtual studio rather than the actual screens at BBC News. Also, May
saw the launch of World News Today the first domestic bulletin focused principally on international news.[citation needed] BBC News became part of a new BBC Journalism group in November 2006 as part of a restructuring of the BBC. The then-Director of BBC News, Helen Boaden reported to the then-Deputy Director-General and head of the
journalism group, Mark Byford until he was made redundant in 2010.[62]On 18 October 2007, ED Mark Thompson announced a six-year plan, "Delivering Creative Futures" (based on his project begun in March 2005), merging the television current affairs department into a new "News Programmes" division.[63][64] Thompson's announcement, in
response to a 2billion shortfall in funding, would, he said, deliver "a smaller but fitter BBC" in the digital age, by cutting its payroll and, in 2013, selling Television Centre.[65]The various separate newsrooms for television, radio and online operations were merged into a single multimedia newsroom. Programme making within the newsrooms was
brought together to form a multimedia programme making department. BBC World Service director Peter Horrocks said that the changes would achieve efficiency at a time of cost-cutting at the BBC. In his blog, he wrote that by using the same resources across the various broadcast media meant fewer stories could be covered, or by following more
stories, there would be fewer ways to broadcast them.[66]A new graphics and video playout system was introduced for production of television bulletins in January 2007. This coincided with a new structure to BBC World News bulletins, editors favouring a section devoted to analysing the news stories reported on.The first new BBC News bulletin
since the Six O'Clock News was announced in July 2007 following a successful trial in the Midlands.[67] The summary, lasting 90 seconds, has been broadcast at 20:00 on weekdays since December 2007 and bears similarities with 60 Seconds on BBC Three, but also includes headlines from the various BBC regions and a weather summary.As part of a
long-term cost cutting programme, bulletins were renamed the BBC News at One, Six and Ten respectively in April 2008 while BBC News 24 was renamed BBC News and moved into the same studio as the bulletins at BBC Television Centre.[68][69] BBC World was renamed BBC World News and regional news programmes were also updated with the
new presentation style, designed by Lambie-Nairn.[70]2008 also saw tri-media introduced across TV, radio, and online.[71]The studio moves also meant that Studio N9, previously used for BBC World, was closed, and operations moved to the previous studio of BBC News 24. Studio N9 was later refitted to match the new branding, and was used for
the BBC's UK local elections and European elections coverage in early June 2009.The new newsroom in Broadcasting HouseA strategy review of the BBC in March 2010, confirmed that having "the best journalism in the world" would form one of five key editorial policies, as part of changes subject to public consultation and BBC Trust approval.
[72]After a period of suspension in late 2012, Helen Boaden ceased to be the Director of BBC News.[73] On 16 April 2013, incoming BBC Director-General Tony Hall named James Harding, a former editor of The Times of London newspaper as Director of News and Current Affairs.[74]From August 2012 to March 2013, all news operations moved from
Television Centre to new facilities in the refurbished and extended Broadcasting House, in Portland Place. The move began in October 2012, and also included the BBC World Service, which moved from Bush House following the expiry of the BBC's lease. This new extension to the north and east, referred to as "New Broadcasting House", includes
several new state-of-the-art radio and television studios centred around an 11-storey atrium.[75] The move began with the domestic programme The Andrew Marr Show on 2 September 2012, and concluded with the move of the BBC News channel and domestic news bulletins on 18 March 2013.[76][771[78] The newsroom houses all domestic bulletins
and programmes on both television and radio, as well as the BBC World Service international radio networks and the BBC World News international television channel. BBC News and CBS News established an editorial and newsgathering partnership in 2017, replacing an earlier long-standing partnership between BBC News and ABC News.[79]In an
October 2018 Simmons Research survey of 38 news organisations, BBC News was ranked the fourth most trusted news organisation by Americans, behind CBS News, ABC News and The Wall Street Journal.[80]Logo used from 2019 to 2022In January 2020 the BBC announced a BBC News savings target of 80million per year by 2022, involving about
450 staff reductions from the current 6,000. BBC director of news and current affairs Fran Unsworth said there would be further moves toward digital broadcasting, in part to attract back a youth audience, and more pooling of reporters to stop separate teams covering the same news.[81][82] A further 70 staff reductions were announced in July 2020.
[83]BBC Three began airing the news programme The Catch Up in February 2022. It is presented by Levi Jouavel, Kirsty Grant, and Callum Tulley and aims to get the channel's target audience (16 to 34-year olds) to make sense of the world around them while also highlighting optimistic stories.[84] Compared to its predecessor 60 Seconds, The Catch
Up is three times longer, running for about three minutes and not airing during weekends.[85]According to its annual report as of December2021[update], India has the largest number of people using BBC services in the world.[86]In May 2025, following the earthquake that hit Myanmar and Thailand, a television news bulletin (BBC News Myanmar)
from the Burmese service using a vacated Voice of America satellite frequency began its broadcasts.[87]In November 2023, BBC News joined with the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists, Paper Trail Media[de] and 69 media partners including Distributed Denial of Secrets and the Organised Crime and Corruption Reporting Project
(OCCRP) and more than 270 journalists in 55 countries and territories[88][89] to produce the 'Cyprus Confidential' report on the financial network which supports the regime of Vladimir Putin, mostly with connections to Cyprus, and showed Cyprus to have strong links with high-up figures in the Kremlin, some of whom have been sanctioned.[90][91]
Government officials including Cyprus president Nikos Christodoulides[92] and European lawmakers[93] began responding to the investigation's findings in less than 24 hours,[92] calling for reforms and launching probes.[94][95]BBC News helicopter over LondonBBC News is responsible for the news programmes and documentary content on the
BBC's general television channels, as well as the news coverage on the BBC News Channel in the UK, and 22 hours of programming for the corporation's international BBC World News channel.[citation needed] Coverage for BBC Parliament is carried out on behalf of the BBC at Millbank Studios, though BBC News provides editorial and journalistic
content.[citation needed] BBC News content is also output onto the BBC's digital interactive television services under the BBC Red Button brand, and until 2012, on the Ceefax teletext system.[96]The music on all BBC television news programmes was introduced in 1999 and composed by David Lowe.[97] It was part of the re-branding which
commenced in 1999 and features 'BBC Pips'.[98] The general theme was used on bulletins on BBC One, News 24, BBC World and local news programmes in the BBC's Nations and Regions.[98] Lowe was also responsible for the music on Radio One's Newsbeat.[98] The theme has had several changes since 1999, the latest in March 2013.[97]The BBC
Arabic Television news channel launched on 11 March 2008,[99] a Persian-language channel followed on 14 January 2009,[100] broadcasting from the Peel wing of Broadcasting House; both include news, analysis, interviews, sports and highly cultural programmes and are run by the BBC World Service and funded from a grant-in-aid from the British
Foreign Office (and not the television licence).[101]BBC Radio News produces bulletins for the BBC's national radio stations and provides content for local BBC radio stations via the General News Service (GNS), a BBC-internal[102] news distribution service. BBC News does not produce the BBC's regional news bulletins, which are produced
individually by the BBC nations and regions themselves. The BBC World Service broadcasts to some 150million people in English as well as 27 languages across the globe.[103] BBC Radio News is a patron of the Radio Academy.[104]Main article: BBC News OnlineBBC News Online is the BBC's news website. Launched in November 1997,[105] it is
one of the most popular news websites,[106] with 1.2billion website visits in April 2021,[107] as well as being used by 60% of the UK's internet users for news.[108] The website contains international news coverage as well as entertainment, sport, science, and political news.[109]Mobile apps for Android, iOS and Windows Phone systems have been
provided since 2010.[110] Many television and radio programmes are also available to view on the BBC iPlayer and BBC Sounds services. The BBC News channel is also available to view 24 hours a day, while video and radio clips are also available within online news articles.[111]In October 2019, BBC News Online launched a mirror on the dark web
anonymity network Tor in an effort to circumvent censorship.[112][113][114]Main articles: BBC controversies and Criticism of the BBCThe BBC is required by its charter to be free from both political and commercial influence and answers only to its viewers and listeners. This political objectivity is sometimes questioned. For instance, The Daily
Telegraph (3 August 2005) carried a letter from the KGB defector Oleg Gordievsky, referring to it as "The Red Service". Books have been written on the subject, including anti-BBC works like Truth Betrayed by W J West and The Truth Twisters by Richard Deacon. The BBC has been accused of bias by Conservative MPs.[115]The BBC's Editorial
Guidelines on Politics and Public Policy state that while "the voices and opinions of opposition parties must be routinely aired and challenged", "the government of the day will often be the primary source of news".[116]The BBC is regularly accused by the government of the day of bias in favour of the opposition and, by the opposition, of bias in favour
of the government. Similarly, during times of war, the BBC is often accused by the UK government, or by strong supporters of British military campaigns, of being overly sympathetic to the view of the enemy. An edition of Newsnight at the start of the Falklands War in 1982 was described as "almost treasonable" by John Page, MP, who objected to
Peter Snow saying "if we believe the British".[117]During the first Gulf War, critics of the BBC took to using the satirical name "Baghdad Broadcasting Corporation".[118] During the Kosovo War, the BBC were labelled the "Belgrade Broadcasting Corporation" (suggesting favouritism towards the FR Yugoslavia government over ethnic Albanian rebels)
by British ministers,[118] although Slobodan Milosevi (then FRY president) claimed that the BBC's coverage had been biased against his nation.[119]Conversely, some of those who style themselves anti-establishment in the United Kingdom or who oppose foreign wars have accused the BBC of pro-establishment bias or of refusing to give an outlet to
"anti-war" voices. Following the 2003 invasion of Iraq, a study by the Cardiff University School of Journalism of the reporting of the war found that nine out of 10 references to weapons of mass destruction during the war assumed that Iraq possessed them, and only one in 10 questioned this assumption. It also found that, out of the main British
broadcasters covering the war, the BBC was the most likely to use the British government and military as its source. It was also the least likely to use independent sources, like the Red Cross, who were more critical of the war. When it came to reporting Iraqi casualties, the study found fewer reports on the BBC than on the other three main channels.
The report's author, Justin Lewis, wrote "Far from revealing an anti-war BBC, our findings tend to give credence to those who criticised the BBC for being too sympathetic to the government in its war coverage. Either way, it is clear that the accusation of BBC anti-war bias fails to stand up to any serious or sustained analysis."[120]Prominent BBC
appointments are constantly assessed by the British media and political establishment for signs of political bias. The appointment of Greg Dyke as Director-General was highlighted by press sources because Dyke was a Labour Party member and former activist, as well as a friend of Tony Blair. The BBC's former Political Editor, Nick Robinson, was
some years ago a chairman of the Young Conservatives and did, as a result, attract informal criticism from the former Labour government, but his predecessor Andrew Marr faced similar claims from the right because he was editor of The Independent, a liberal-leaning newspaper, before his appointment in 2000.Mark Thompson, former Director-
General of the BBC, admitted the organisation has been biased "towards the left" in the past. He said, "In the BBC I joined 30 years ago, there was, in much of current affairs, in terms of people's personal politics, which were quite vocal, a massive bias to the left".[121] He then added, "The organization did struggle then with impartiality. Now it is a
completely different generation. There is much less overt tribalism among the young journalists who work for the BBC."Following the EU referendum in 2016, some critics suggested that the BBC was biased in favour of leaving the EU. For instance, in 2018, the BBC received complaints from people who took issue that the BBC was not sufficiently
covering anti-Brexit marches while giving smaller-scale events hosted by former UKIP leader Nigel Farage more airtime.[122] On the other hand, a poll released by YouGov showed that 45% of people who voted to leave the EU thought that the BBC was 'actively anti-Brexit' compared to 13% of the same kinds of voters who think the BBC is pro-Brexit.
[123]In 2008, the BBC Hindi was criticised by some Indian outlets for referring to the terrorists who carried out the 2008 Mumbai attacks as "gunmen".[124][125] The response to this added to prior criticism from some Indian commentators suggesting that the BBC may have an Indophobic bias.[126] In March 2015, the BBC was criticised for a BBC
Storyville documentary interviewing one of the rapists in India. In spite of a ban ordered by the Indian High court,[127] the BBC still aired the documentary "India's Daughter" outside India.Main article: Hutton InquiryBBC News was at the centre of a political controversy following the 2003 invasion of Iraq. Three BBC News reports (Andrew Gilligan's
on Today, Gavin Hewitt's on The Ten O'Clock News and another on Newsnight) quoted an anonymous source that stated the British government (particularly the Prime Minister's office) had embellished the September Dossier with misleading exaggerations of Iraq's weapons of mass destruction capabilities. The government denounced the reports and
accused the corporation of poor journalism.In subsequent weeks the corporation stood by the report, saying that it had a reliable source. Following intense media speculation, David Kelly was named in the press as the source for Gilligan's story on 9 July 2003. Kelly was found dead, by suicide, in a field close to his home early on 18 July. An inquiry led
by Lord Hutton was announced by the British government the following day to investigate the circumstances leading to Kelly's death, concluding that "Dr. Kelly took his own life."[128]In his report on 28 January 2004, Lord Hutton concluded that Gilligan's original accusation was "unfounded" and the BBC's editorial and management processes were
"defective". In particular, it specifically criticised the chain of management that caused the BBC to defend its story. The BBC Director of News, Richard Sambrook, the report said, had accepted Gilligan's word that his story was accurate in spite of his notes being incomplete. Davies had then told the BBC Board of Governors that he was happy with the
story and told the Prime Minister that a satisfactory internal inquiry had taken place. The Board of Governors, under the chairman's, Gavyn Davies, guidance, accepted that further investigation of the Government's complaints were unnecessary.Because of the criticism in the Hutton report, Davies resigned on the day of publication. BBC News faced
an important test, reporting on itself with the publication of the report, but by common consent (of the Board of Governors) managed this "independently, impartially and honestly".[129] Davies' resignation was followed by the resignation of Director General, Greg Dyke, the following day, and the resignation of Gilligan on 30 January. While
undoubtedly a traumatic experience for the corporation, an ICM poll in April 2003 indicated that it had sustained its position as the best and most trusted provider of news.[130]See also: Criticism of the BBC IsraeliPalestinian conflict, and Balen ReportThe BBC has faced accusations of holding both anti-Israel and anti-Palestine bias.Douglas Davis, the
London correspondent of The Jerusalem Post, has described the BBC's coverage of the Arablsraeli conflict as "a relentless, one-dimensional portrayal of Israel as a demonic, criminal state and Israelis as brutal oppressors [which] bears all the hallmarks of a concerted campaign of vilification that, wittingly or not, has the effect of delegitimising the
Jewish state and pumping oxygen into a dark old European hatred that dared not speak its name for the past half-century.".[131] However two large independent studies, one conducted by Loughborough University and the other by Glasgow University's Media Group concluded that Israeli perspectives are given greater coverage.[132][133]Critics of
the BBC argue that the Balen Report proves systematic bias against Israel in headline news programming. The Daily Mail and The Daily Telegraph criticised the BBC for spending hundreds of thousands of British tax payers' pounds from preventing the report being released to the public.[134][135]Jeremy Bowen, the Middle East Editor for BBC world
news, was singled out specifically for bias by the BBC Trust which concluded that he violated "BBC guidelines on accuracy and impartiality."[136]An independent panel appointed by the BBC Trust was set up in 2006 to review the impartiality of the BBC's coverage of the IsraeliPalestinian conflict.[137] The panel's assessment was that "apart from
individual lapses, there was little to suggest deliberate or systematic bias." While noting a "commitment to be fair accurate and impartial" and praising much of the BBC's coverage the independent panel concluded "that BBC output does not consistently give a full and fair account of the conflict. In some ways the picture is incomplete and, in that
sense, misleading." It notes that, "the failure to convey adequately the disparity in the Israeli and Palestinian experience, [reflects] the fact that one side is in control and the other lives under occupation".Writing in the Financial Times, Philip Stephens, one of the panellists, later accused the BBC's director-general, Mark Thompson, of misrepresenting
the panel's conclusions. He further opined "My sense is that BBC news reporting has also lost a once iron-clad commitment to objectivity and a necessary respect for the democratic process. If I am right, the BBC, too, is lost".[138] Mark Thompson published a rebuttal in the FT the next day.[139]The description by one BBC correspondent reporting on
the funeral of Yassir Arafat that she had been left with tears in her eyes led to other questions of impartiality, particularly from Martin Walker[140] in a guest opinion piece in The Times, who picked out the apparent case of Fayad Abu Shamala, the BBC Arabic Service correspondent, who told a Hamas rally on 6 May 2001, that journalists in Gaza
were "waging the campaign shoulder to shoulder together with the Palestinian people".[140]Walker argues that the independent inquiry was flawed for two reasons. Firstly, because the time period over which it was conducted (August 2005 to January 2006) surrounded the Israeli withdrawal from Gaza and Ariel Sharon's stroke, which produced more
positive coverage than usual. Furthermore, he wrote, the inquiry only looked at the BBC's domestic coverage, and excluded output on the BBC World Service and BBC World.[140]Tom Gross accused the BBC of glorifying Hamas suicide bombers,[141] and condemned its policy of inviting guests such as Jenny Tonge and Tom Paulin who have compared
Israeli soldiers to Nazis. Writing for the BBC, Paulin said Israeli soldiers should be "shot dead" like Hitler's S.S, and said he could "understand how suicide bombers feel".[142]The BBC also faced criticism for not airing a Disasters Emergency Committee aid appeal for Palestinians who suffered in Gaza during 22-day war there between late 2008 and
early 2009. Most other major UK broadcasters did air this appeal, but rival Sky News did not.[143]British journalist Julie Burchill has accused BBC of creating a "climate of fear" for British Jews over its "excessive coverage" of Israel compared to other nations.[144]In light of the Gaza war, the BBC suspended seven Arab journalists over allegations of
expressing support for Hamas via social media.[145]BBC and ABC share video segments and reporters as needed in producing their newscasts. with the BBC showing ABC World News Tonight with David Muir in the UK. However, in July 2017, the BBC announced a new partnership with CBS News allows both organisations to share video, editorial
content, and additional newsgathering resources in New York, London, Washington and around the world.[146]BBC News subscribes to wire services from leading international agencies including PA Media (formerly Press Association), Reuters, and Agence France-Presse. In April 2017, the BBC dropped Associated Press in favour of an enhanced
service from AFP.[147]BBC News reporters and broadcasts are now and have in the past been banned in several countries primarily for reporting which has been unfavourable to the ruling government. For example, correspondents were banned by the former apartheid regime of South Africa. The BBC was banned in Zimbabwe under Mugabe[148]
for eight years as a terrorist organisation until being allowed to operate again over a year after the 2008 elections.[149]The BBC was banned in Burma (officially Myanmar) after their coverage and commentary on anti-government protests there in September 2007. The ban was lifted four years later in September 2011. Other cases have included
Uzbekistan,[150]China,[151] and Pakistan.[152] BBC Persian, the BBC's Persian language news site, was blocked from the Iranian internet in 2006.[153] The BBC News website was made available in China again in March 2008,[154] but as of October2014[update], was blocked again.[155]In June 2015, the Rwandan government placed an indefinite
ban on BBC broadcasts following the airing of a controversial documentary regarding the 1994 Rwandan genocide, Rwanda's Untold Story, broadcast on BBC2 on 1 October 2014. The UK's Foreign Office recognised "the hurt caused in Rwanda by some parts of the documentary".[156]In February 2017, reporters from the BBC (as well as the Daily
Mail, The New York Times, Politico, CNN, and others) were denied access to a United States White House briefing.[157]In 2017, BBC India was banned for a period of 5 years from covering all national parks and sanctuaries in India.[158] Following the withdrawal of CGTN's UK broadcaster licence on 4 February 2021 by Ofcom,[159] China banned
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Elstree CentreMediaCityUK, SalfordPacific Quay, GlasgowvteThe British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) is a British public service broadcaster headquartered at Broadcasting House in London, England. Originally established in 1922 as the British Broadcasting Company, it evolved into its current state with its current name on New Year's Day 1927.
The oldest and largest local and global broadcaster by stature and by number of employees, the BBC employs over 21,000 staff in total, of whom approximately 17,200 are in public-sector broadcasting.[1][2][3][4]1[5]The BBC was established under a royal charter,[6] and operates under an agreement with the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and
Sport.[7] Its work is funded principally by an annual television licence fee[8] which is charged to all British households, companies, and organisations using any type of equipment to receive or record live television broadcasts or to use the BBC's streaming service, iPlayer.[9] The fee is set by the British government, agreed by Parliament,[10] and is
used to fund the BBC's radio, TV, and online services covering the nations and regions of the UK. Since 1 April 2014, it has also funded the BBC World Service (launched in 1932 as the BBC Empire Service), which broadcasts in 28 languages and provides comprehensive TV, radio, and online services in Arabic and Persian.Some of the BBC's revenue
comes from its commercial subsidiary BBC Studios (formerly BBC Worldwide), which sells BBC programmes and services internationally and also distributes the BBC's international 24-hour English-language news services BBC News, and from BBC.com, provided by BBC Global News Ltd.[11][12] In 2009, the company was awarded the Queen's
Award for Enterprise in recognition of its international achievements in business.[13]Since its formation in 1922, the BBC has played a prominent role in British life and culture.[14] It is sometimes informally referred to as the Beeb or Auntie.[15][16] In 1923 it launched Radio Times (subtitled "The official organ of the BBC"), the first broadcast listings
magazine; the 1988 Christmas edition sold 11 million copies, the biggest-selling edition of any British magazine in history.[17]For a chronological guide, see Timeline of the BBC.Britain's first live public broadcast was made from the factory of Marconi Company in Chelmsford in June 1920. It was sponsored by the Daily Mail's Alfred Harmsworth, 1st
Viscount Northcliffe and featured the famous Australian soprano Dame Nellie Melba. The Melba broadcast caught the people's imagination and marked a turning point in the British public's attitude to radio.[18]:47 However, this public enthusiasm was not shared in official circles where such broadcasts were held to interfere with important military
and civil communications. By late 1920, the pressure from these quarters and uneasiness among the staff of the licensing authority, the General Post Office (GPO), was sufficient to lead to a ban on further Chelmsford broadcasts.[18]:50But by 1922, the GPO had received nearly 100 broadcast licence requests[19]:110 and moved to rescind its ban in
the wake of a petition by 63 wireless societies with over 3,000 members.[18]:5097 Anxious to avoid the same chaotic expansion experienced in the United States, the GPO proposed that it would issue a single broadcasting licence to a company jointly owned by a consortium of leading wireless receiver manufacturers, to be known as the British
Broadcasting Company Ltd, which was formed on 18 October 1922.[20] John Reith, a Scottish Calvinist, was appointed its general manager in December 1922 a few weeks after the company made its first official broadcast.[19]:110 L. Stanton Jefferies was its first director of music.[21] The company was to be financed by a royalty on the sale of BBC
wireless receiving sets from approved domestic manufacturers.[22] To this day, the BBC aims to follow the Reithian directive to "inform, educate and entertain".[23]The first issue of the Radio Times (28 September 1923)The financial arrangements soon proved inadequate. Set sales were disappointing as amateurs made their own receivers and
listeners bought rival unlicensed sets.[18]:146 By mid-1923, discussions between the GPO and the BBC had become deadlocked and the Postmaster General commissioned a review of broadcasting by the Sykes Committee.[24] The committee recommended a short-term reorganisation of licence fees with improved enforcement in order to address the
BBC's immediate financial distress, and an increased share of the licence revenue split between it and the GPO. This was to be followed by a simple 10 shillings licence fee to fund broadcasts.[24] The BBC's broadcasting monopoly was made explicit for the duration of its current broadcast licence, as was the prohibition on advertising. To avoid
competition with newspapers, Fleet Street persuaded the government to ban news bulletins before 7 pm and the BBC was required to source all news from external wire services.[24] The Radio Times, the world's first and longest-running radio and television listings magazine, was launched by Reith in September 1923.[17] The first edition, subtitled
"The official organ of the BBC", was priced at tuppence (two pence) on newsstands, and quickly sold out its run of a quarter of a million copies.[25]Mid-1925 found the future of broadcasting under further consideration, this time by the Crawford committee. By now, the BBC, under Reith's leadership, had forged a consensus favouring a continuation of
the unified (monopoly) broadcasting service, but more money was still required to finance rapid expansion. Wireless manufacturers were anxious to exit the loss-making consortium, and Reith was keen that the BBC be seen as a public service rather than a commercial enterprise. The recommendations of the Crawford Committee were published in
March the following year and were still under consideration by the GPO when the 1926 United Kingdom general strike broke out in May. The strike temporarily interrupted newspaper production, and with restrictions on news bulletins waived, the BBC suddenly became the primary source of news for the duration of the crisis.[19]:117The crisis
placed the BBC in a delicate position. On the one hand Reith was acutely aware that the government might exercise its right to commandeer the BBC at any time as a mouthpiece of the government if the BBC were to step out of line, but on the other he was anxious to maintain public trust by appearing to be acting independently. The government was
divided on how to handle the BBC, but ended up trusting Reith, whose opposition to the strike mirrored the PM's own. Although Winston Churchill in particular wanted to commandeer the BBC to use it "to the best possible advantage", Reith wrote that Stanley Baldwin's government wanted to be able to say "that they did not commandeer [the BBC],
but they know that they can trust us not to be really impartial".[26] Thus the BBC was granted sufficient leeway to pursue the government's objectives largely in a manner of its own choosing. Supporters of the strike nicknamed the BBC the BFC for British Falsehood Company. Reith personally announced the end of the strike which he marked by
reciting from Blake's "Jerusalem" signifying that England had been saved.[27]While the BBC tends to characterise its coverage of the general strike by emphasising the positive impression created by its balanced coverage of the views of government and strikers, Seaton has characterised the episode as the invention of "modern propaganda in its
British form".[19]:117 Reith argued that trust gained by 'authentic impartial news' could then be used. Impartial news was not necessarily an end in itself.[19]:118The BBC did well out of the crisis, which cemented a national audience for its broadcasting, and it was followed by the Government's acceptance of the recommendation made by the
Crawford Committee (192526) that the British Broadcasting Company be replaced by a non-commercial, Crown-chartered organisation: the British Broadcasting Corporation.[24]The Radio Times masthead from 25 December 1931, including the BBC motto "Nation shall speak peace unto Nation"Television pioneer John Logie Baird (seen here in 1917)
televised the BBC's first drama, The Man with the Flower in His Mouth, on 14 July 1930, and the first live outside broadcast, The Derby, on 2 June 1931.[28][29]The British Broadcasting Corporation came into existence on 1 January 1927, and Reith newly knighted was appointed its first director general. To represent its purpose and (stated) values,
the new corporation adopted the coat of arms, including the motto "Nation shall speak peace unto Nation".[30]British radio audiences had little choice apart from BBC's programming approach. Reith was viewed as taking a moralistic approach as an executive, aiming to broadcast "all that is best in every department of human knowledge, endeavour
and achievement", and putting the programming in moral or ethical terms, advocating "a high moral tone" as "obviously of paramount importance".[31] Reith succeeded in building a high wall against a more tabloid, free-for-all in radio aimed at merely attracting the largest audience (and advertising revenue). There was no paid advertising on the
BBC; all the revenue came from a tax on receiving sets. Highbrow audiences, however, greatly enjoyed it.[32] At a time when American, Australian and Canadian stations were drawing huge audiences cheering for their local teams with the broadcast of baseball, rugby and hockey, the BBC emphasised service for a national rather than a regional
audience. Boat races were well covered along with tennis and horse racing, but the BBC was reluctant to spend its severely limited air time on long football or cricket games, regardless of their popularity.[33]The BBC's radio studio in Birmingham, from the BBC Hand Book 1928, which described it as "Europe's largest studio"John Reith and the BBC,
with support from the Crown, determined the universal needs of the people of Britain and broadcast content according to these perceived standards.[34] Reith effectively censored anything that he felt would be harmful, directly or indirectly.[35] While recounting his time with the BBC in 1935, Raymond Postgate claims that BBC broadcasters were
made to submit a draft of their potential broadcast for approval. It was expected that they tailored their content to accommodate the modest, church-going elderly or a member of the Clergy.[36] Until 1928, entertainers broadcasting on the BBC, both singers and "talkers" were expected to avoid biblical quotations, Clerical impersonations and
references, references to drink or Prohibition in the United States, vulgar and doubtful matter and political allusions.[35] The BBC excluded popular foreign music and musicians from its broadcasts, while promoting British alternatives.[37] On 5 March 1928, Stanley Baldwin, the Prime Minister, maintained the censorship of editorial opinions on
public policy, but allowed the BBC to address matters of religious, political or industrial controversy.[38] The resulting political "talk series", designed to inform England on political issues, were criticised by members of parliament, including Winston Churchill, David Lloyd George and Sir Austen Chamberlain. Those who opposed these chats claimed
that they silence the opinions of those in Parliament who are not nominated by Party Leaders or Party Whips, thus stifling independent, non-official views.[38] In October 1932, the policemen of the Metropolitan Police Federation marched in protest at a proposed pay cut. Fearing dissent within the police force and public support for the movement, the
BBC censored its coverage of the events, only broadcasting official statements from the government.[38] Throughout the 1930s, political broadcasts had been closely monitored by the BBC.[39] In 1935, the BBC censored the broadcasts of Oswald Mosley and Harry Pollitt.[38] Mosley was a leader of the British Union of Fascists, and Pollitt a leader of
the Communist Party of Great Britain. They had been contracted to provide a series of five broadcasts on their parties' politics. The BBC, in conjunction with The Foreign Office of Britain, first suspended this series and ultimately cancelled it without the notice of the public.[39][38] Less radical politicians faced similar censorship. In 1938, Winston
Churchill proposed a series of talks regarding British domestic and foreign politics and affairs but was similarly censored.[39] The censorship of political discourse by the BBC was a precursor to the total shutdown of political debate that manifested over the BBC's wartime airwaves.[39] The Foreign Office maintained that the public should not be
aware of their role in the censorship.[38] From 1935 to 1939, the BBC also attempted to unite the British Empire's radio waves, sending staff to Egypt, Palestine, Newfoundland, Jamaica, India, Canada and South Africa.[40] Reith personally visited South Africa, lobbying for state-run radio programmes which was accepted by South African Parliament
in 1936.[40] A similar programme was adopted in Canada. Through collaboration with these state-run broadcasting centres, Reith left a legacy of cultural influence across the empire of Great Britain with his departure from the corporation in 1938.[40]Experimental television broadcasts were started in 1929, using an electromechanical 30-line system
developed by John Logie Baird.[41] Limited regular broadcasts using this system began in 1932, and an expanded service (now named the BBC Television Service) started from Alexandra Palace in November 1936, alternating between an improved Baird mechanical 240-line system and the all-electronic 405-line Marconi-EMI system which had been
developed by an EMI research team led by Sir Isaac Shoenberg.[42] The superiority of the electronic system saw the mechanical system dropped early the following year, with the Marconi-EMI system the first fully electronic television system in the world to be used in regular broadcasting.[43]King George V giving the 1934 Royal Christmas message
on BBC Radio. The annual message typically reflects on the year's major events.The success of broadcasting provoked animosities between the BBC and well-established media such as theatres, concert halls and the recording industry. By 1929, the BBC complained that the agents of many comedians refused to sign contracts for broadcasting,
because they feared it harmed the artist "by making his material stale" and that it "reduces the value of the artist as a visible music-hall performer". On the other hand, the BBC was "keenly interested" in a cooperation with the recording companies who "in recent years... have not been slow to make records of singers, orchestras, dance bands, etc.
who have already proved their power to achieve popularity by wireless." Radio plays were so popular that the BBC had received 6,000 manuscripts by 1929, most of them written for stage and of little value for broadcasting: "Day in and day out, manuscripts come in, and nearly all go out again through the post, with a note saying 'We regret, etc.'"[44]
In the 1930s music broadcasts also enjoyed great popularity, for example the friendly and wide-ranging BBC Theatre Organ broadcasts at St George's Hall, London by Reginald Foort, who held the official role of BBC Staff Theatre Organist from 1936 to 1938.[45]Statue of George Orwell outside Broadcasting House, headquarters of the BBCTelevision
broadcasting was suspended from 1 September 1939 to 7 June 1946, during World War II, and it was left to BBC Radio broadcasters such as Reginald Foort to keep the nation's spirits up. The BBC moved most of its radio operations out of London, initially to Bristol, and then to Bedford. Concerts were broadcast from the Bedford Corn Exchange; the
Trinity Chapel in St Paul's Church, Bedford was the studio for the Daily Service (a daily 15 minute religious service first broadcast on the BBC in 1928 which continues today) from 1941 to 1945, and, in the darkest days of the war in 1941, the Archbishops of Canterbury and York came to St Paul's to broadcast to the UK and the world on the National
Day of Prayer.[46] BBC employees during the war included George Orwell who spent two years with the broadcaster.[47]During his role as prime minister during the war, Winston Churchill delivered 33 major wartime speeches by radio, all of which were carried by the BBC within the UK.[48] On 18 June 1940, French general Charles de Gaulle, in
exile in London as the leader of the Free French, made a speech, broadcast by the BBC, urging the French people not to capitulate to the Nazis.[49] In October 1940, Princesses Elizabeth and Margaret made their first radio broadcast for the BBC's Children's Hour, addressing other children who had been evacuated from cities.[50]In 1938, John Reith
and the Government of the United Kingdom, specifically the Ministry of Information which had been set up for WWII, designed a censorship apparatus for the inevitability of war.[51] Due to the BBC's advancements in shortwave radio technology, the corporation could broadcast across the world during the Second World War.[52] Within Europe, the
BBC European Service would gather intelligence and information regarding the current events of the war in English.[51][53] Regional BBC workers, based on their regional geo-political climate, would then further censor the material their broadcasts would cover. Nothing was to be added outside the preordained news items.[51][53] For example, the
BBC Polish Service was heavily censored due to fears of jeopardising relations with the Soviet Union. Controversial topics, i.e. the contested Polish and Soviet border, the deportation of Polish citizens, the arrests of Polish Home Army members and the Katyn massacre, were not included in Polish broadcasts.[54] American radio broadcasts were
broadcast across Europe on BBC channels. This material also passed through the BBC's censorship office, which surveilled and edited American coverage of British affairs.[52] By 1940, across all BBC broadcasts, music by composers from enemy nations was censored. In total, 99 German, 38 Austrian and 38 Italian composers were censored. The BBC
argued that like the Italian or German languages, listeners would be irritated by the inclusion of enemy composers.[55] Any potential broadcasters said to have pacifist, communist or fascist ideologies were not allowed on the BBC's airwaves.[56] In 1937, a MI5 security officer was given a permanent office within the organisation. This officer would
examine the files of potential political subversives and mark the files of those deemed a security risk to the organisation, blacklisting them. This was often done on spurious grounds; even so, the practice would continue and expand during the years of the Cold War.[57][58]Produced between 1934 and 1959, the BBC-Marconi Type A microphone is
regarded as an iconic symbol of the BBC, alongside the channel's rotating globe emblem, which was introduced in 1963.[59]There was a widely reported urban myth that, upon resumption of the BBC television service after the war, announcer Leslie Mitchell started by saying, "As I was saying before we were so rudely interrupted..." In fact, the first
person to appear when transmission resumed was Jasmine Bligh and the words said were "Good afternoon, everybody. How are you? Do you remember me, Jasmine Bligh...?"[60] The European Broadcasting Union was formed on 12 February 1950, in Torquay with the BBC among the 23 founding broadcasting organisations.[61]Competition to the
BBC was introduced in 1955, with the commercial and independently operated television network of Independent Television (ITV). However, the BBC monopoly on radio services would persist until 8 October 1973 when under the control of the newly renamed Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA), the UK's first Independent local radio station,
LBC came on-air in the London area. As a result of the Pilkington Committee report of 1962, in which the BBC was praised for the quality and range of its output, and ITV was very heavily criticised for not providing enough quality programming,[62] the decision was taken to award the BBC a second television channel, BBC2, in 1964, renaming the
existing service BBC1. BBC2 used the higher resolution 625-line standard which had been standardised across Europe. BBC2 was broadcast in colour from 1 July 1967 and was joined by BBC1 and ITV on 15 November 1969. The 405-line VHF transmissions of BBC1 (and ITV) were continued for compatibility with older television receivers until
1985.Television Centre at White City, west London (pictured in 2009), headquarters of the BBC from 1960 to 2013. Since being refurbished, the complex is now the home of BBC Studioworks.Starting in 1964, a series of pirate radio stations (starting with Radio Caroline) came on the air and forced the British government finally to regulate radio
services to permit nationally based advertising-financed services. In response, the BBC reorganised and renamed their radio channels. On 30 September 1967, the Light Programme was split into Radio 1 offering continuous "Popular" music and Radio 2 more "Easy Listening".[63] The "Third" programme became Radio 3 offering classical music and
cultural programming. The Home Service became Radio 4 offering news, and non-musical content such as quiz shows, readings, dramas and plays. As well as the four national channels, a series of local BBC radio stations were established in 1967, including Radio London.[64] In 1969, the BBC Enterprises department was formed to exploit BBC
brands and programmes for commercial spin-off products. In 1979, it became a wholly owned limited company, BBC Enterprises Ltd.[65]In 1974, the BBC's teletext service, Ceefax, was introduced, created initially to provide subtitling, but developed into a news and information service. In 1978, BBC staff went on strike just before the Christmas, thus
blocking out the transmission of both channels and amalgamating all four radio stations into one.[66][67] Since the deregulation of the UK television and radio market in the 1980s, the BBC has faced increased competition from the commercial sector (and from the advertiser-funded public service broadcaster Channel 4), especially on satellite
television, cable television, and digital television services. In the late 1980s, the BBC began a process of divestment by spinning off and selling parts of its organisation. In 1988, it sold off the Hulton Press Library, a photographic archive which had been acquired from the Picture Post magazine by the BBC in 1957. The archive was sold to Brian
Deutsch and is now owned by Getty Images.[68] In 1987, the BBC decided to centralize its operations by the management team with the radio and television divisions joining forces together for the first time, the activities of the news and currents departments and coordinated jointly under the new directorate.[69] During the 1990s, this process
continued with the separation of certain operational arms of the corporation into autonomous but wholly owned subsidiaries, with the aim of generating additional revenue for programme-making. BBC Enterprises was reorganised and relaunched in 1995, as BBC Worldwide Ltd.[65] In 1998, BBC studios, outside broadcasts, post production, design,
costumes and wigs were spun off into BBC Resources Ltd.[70]The BBC Research & Development has played a major part in the development of broadcasting and recording techniques. The BBC was also responsible for the development of the NICAM stereo standard. In recent decades, a number of additional channels and radio stations have been
launched: Radio 5 was launched in 1990, as a sports and educational station, but was replaced in 1994, with BBC Radio 5 Live to become a live radio station, following the success of the Radio 4 service to cover the 1991 Gulf War. The new station would be a news and sport station. In 1997, BBC News 24, a rolling news channel, launched on digital
television services, and the following year, BBC Choice was launched as the third general entertainment channel from the BBC. The BBC also purchased The Parliamentary Channel, which was renamed BBC Parliament. In 1999, BBC Knowledge launched as a multimedia channel, with services available on the newly launched BBC Text digital teletext
service (later rebranded as BBC Red Button), and on BBC Online. The channel had an educational aim, which was modified later on in its life to offer documentaries.England fans in Manchester during a 2006 FIFA World Cup game shown on the BBC Big ScreenBBC Pacific Quay in Glasgow, which was opened in 2007In 2002, several television and
radio channels were reorganised. BBC Knowledge was replaced by BBC Four and became the BBC's arts and documentaries channel. CBBC, which had been a programming strand as Children's BBC since 1985, was split into CBBC and CBeebies, for younger children, with both new services getting a digital channel: the CBBC Channel and CBeebies
Channel.[71] In addition to the television channels, new digital radio stations were created: 1Xtra, 6 Music and Radio 4 Extra. BBC 1Xtra was a sister station to Radio 1 and specialised in modern black music, BBC 6 Music specialised in alternative music genres and BBC7 specialised in archive, speech and children's programming.[72]The following
few years resulted in repositioning of some channels to conform to a larger brand: in 2003, BBC Choice was replaced by BBC Three, with programming for younger adults and shocking real-life documentaries, BBC News 24 became the BBC News Channel in 2008, and BBC Radio 7 became BBC Radio 4 Extra in 2011, with new programmes to
supplement those broadcast on Radio 4. In 2008, another channel was launched, BBC Alba, a Scottish Gaelic service.[citation needed] In 2006, BBC HD was launched as an experimental service, becoming official in December 2007. The channel broadcast HD simulcasts of programmes on BBC One, BBC Two, BBC Three and BBC Four as well as
repeats of some older programmes in HD. In 2010, an HD simulcast of BBC One launched: BBC One HD. The channel uses HD versions of BBC One's schedule and uses upscaled versions of programmes not currently produced in HD. The BBC HD channel closed in March 2013 and was replaced by BBC Two HD in the same month.[citation needed]
The 2004 Hutton Inquiry and the subsequent report raised questions about the BBC's journalistic standards and its impartiality. This led to resignations of senior management members at the time including the then Director General, Greg Dyke. In January 2007, the BBC released minutes of the board meeting which led to Greg Dyke's resignation.
[73]During this decade, the corporation began to sell off a number of its operational divisions to private owners: BBC Broadcast was spun off as a separate company in 2002,[74] and in 2005, it was sold off to Australian-based Macquarie Capital Alliance Group and Macquarie Group Limited and rebranded Red Bee Media.[75] The BBC's IT, telephony
and broadcast technology were brought together as BBC Technology Ltd in 2001,[74] and the division was later sold to the German company Siemens IT Solutions and Services (SIS).[76] SIS was subsequently acquired from Siemens by the French company Atos.[77] Further divestments included BBC Books (sold to Random House in 2006);[78] BBC
Outside Broadcasts Ltd (sold in 2008 to Satellite Information Services);[79] Costumes and Wigs (stock sold in 2008 to Angels Costumes);[80] and BBC Magazines (sold to Immediate Media Company in 2011).[81] After the sales of OBs and costumes, the remainder of BBC Resources was reorganised as BBC Studios and Post Production, which
continues today as a wholly owned subsidiary of the BBC.On 7 March 2005 director general Mark Thompson launched the "Creative Futures" project to restructure the organisation.[82] A strike in May 2005 by more than 11,000 BBC workers over a proposal to cut 4,000 jobs and to privatise parts of the BBC, disrupted much of the BBC's regular
programming.[83][84]The blueprint for the future of the BBC resulting from the project was published ion 25 April 2006.[85][86][87]0n 18 October 2007, Thompson announced a six-year plan, "Delivering Creative Futures", which included merging the television current affairs department into a new "News Programmes" division.[88][89] Thompson's
announcement, in response to a 2billion shortfall in funding, would, he said, deliver "a smaller but fitter BBC" in the digital age, by cutting its payroll and, in 2013, selling Television Centre.[90] The plans included a reduction in posts of 2,500; including 1,800 redundancies, consolidating news operations, reducing programming output by 10% and
selling off the flagship Television Centre building in London.[91] These plans were fiercely opposed by unions, who threatened a series of strikes; however, the BBC stated that the cuts were essential to move the organisation forward and concentrate on increasing the quality of programming.[citation needed]On 20 October 2010, the Chancellor of the
Exchequer George Osborne announced that the television licence fee would be frozen at its current level until the end of the current charter in 2016. The same announcement revealed that the BBC would take on the full cost of running the BBC World Service and the BBC Monitoring service from the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office,
and partially finance the Welsh broadcaster S4C.[92][a]The new extension to the BBC's Broadcasting House, completed in 2012Further cuts were announced on 6 October 2011, so the BBC could reach a total reduction in their budget of 20%, following the licence fee freeze in October 2010, which included cutting staff by 2,000 and sending a further
1,000 to the MediaCityUK development in Salford, with BBC Three moving online only in 2016, the sharing of more programmes between stations and channels, sharing of radio news bulletins, more repeats in schedules, including the whole of BBC Two daytime and for some original programming to be reduced. BBC HD was closed on 26 March
2013, and replaced with an HD simulcast of BBC Two; however, flagship programmes, other channels and full funding for CBBC and CBeebies would be retained.[93][94][95] Numerous BBC facilities have been sold off, including New Broadcasting House on Wilmslow Road in Manchester. Many major departments have been relocated to Broadcasting
House in central London and MediaCityUK in Salford, particularly since the closure of BBC Television Centre in March 2013.[96] On 16 February 2016, the BBC Three television service was discontinued and replaced by a digital outlet under the same name, targeting its young adult audience with web series and other content.[97][98]Under the new
royal charter instituted in 2017, the corporation must publish an annual report to Ofcom, outlining its plans and public service obligations for the next year. In its 201718 report, released July 2017, the BBC announced plans to "re-invent" its output to better compete against commercial streaming services such as Netflix. These plans included
increasing the diversity of its content on television and radio, a major increase in investments towards digital children's content, and plans to make larger investments in Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland to "rise to the challenge of better reflecting and representing a changing UK".[99][100] Since 2017, the BBC has also funded the Local
Democracy Reporting Service, with up to 165 journalists employed by independent news organisations to report on local democracy issues on a pooled basis.[101]In 2016, the BBC Director General Tony Hall announced a savings target of 800million per year by 2021, which is about 23% of annual licence fee revenue. Having to take on the 700maillion
cost for free TV licences for the over-75 pensioners, and rapid inflation in drama and sport coverage costs, was given as the reason. Duplication of management and content spending would be reduced, and there would be a review of BBC News.[102][103]In September 2019, the BBC launched the Trusted News Initiative to work with news and social
media companies to combat disinformation about national elections.[104][105]In 2020, the BBC announced a BBC News savings target of 80million per year by 2022, involving about 520 staff reductions. The BBC's director of news and current affairs Fran Unsworth said there would be further moves toward digital broadcasting, in part to attract back
a youth audience, and more pooling of reporters to stop separate teams covering the same news.[106][107] In 2020, the BBC reported a 119million deficit because of delays to cost reduction plans, and the forthcoming ending of the remaining 253million funding towards pensioner licence fees would increase financial pressures.[108]In January 2021,
it was reported that former banker Richard Sharp would succeed David Clementi, as chairman, when he stepped down in February.[109]In March 2023, the BBC was at the centre of a political row with football pundit Gary Lineker, after he criticised the British government's asylum policy on social media. Lineker was suspended from his position on
Match of the Day before being re-instated after receiving overwhelming support from his colleagues. The scandal was made worse due to the connections between BBC's chairman, Richard Sharp, and the Conservative Party.[110]In April 2023, Richard Sharp resigned as chairman after a report found he did not disclose potential perceived conflicts of
interest in his role in the facilitation of a loan to Prime Minister Boris Johnson.[111][112] Dame Elan Closs Stephens was appointed as acting chairwoman on 27 June 2023, and she would lead the BBC board for a year or until a new permanent chair has been appointed.[113] Samir Shah was subsequently appointed with effect from 4 March 2024.
[114] In October 2024 it was announced that the BBC along with Sky Sports signed a deal to broadcast the 202526 season of the Women's Super League campaign.[115]In May 2025, BBC director general Tim Davie said there were plans to switch off traditional broadcast transmissions in the 2030s in order to transition to a fully online delivery of
programmes.[116]Main article: BBC independenceThe BBC is a chartered corporation, independent from direct government intervention, with its activities being overseen from April 2017 by the BBC Board and regulated by Ofcom.[117][118] The chairman is Samir Shah.[114]Main article: BBC CharterThe BBC is a public broadcasting company that
operates under a royal charter. The charter is the constitutional basis for the BBC, and sets out the BBC's object, mission and public purposes.[119] It emphasises public service, (limited)[b] editorial independence, prohibits advertising on domestic services and proclaims the BBC is to "seek to avoid adverse impacts on competition which are not
necessary for the effective fulfilment of the Mission and the promotion of the Public Purposes".[121]The charter additionally sets out that the BBC is subject to an additional agreement between it and the Culture Secretary, and that its operating licence is to be set by Ofcom, an external regulatory body. It used to be that the Home Secretary be
departmental to both the agreement as well as the licence, and regulatory duties fall to the BBC Trust, but the 2017 charter changed those 2007 arrangements.[122]The charter also outlines the BBC's governance and regulatory arrangements as a statutory corporation, including the role and composition of the BBC Board. The current charter took
effect on 1 January 2017 and is set to expire on 31 December 2027; the agreement being coterminous.[119]Main article: BBC BoardThe BBC Board was formed in April 2017. It replaced the previous governing body, the BBC Trust, which itself had replaced the board of governors in 2007. The board sets the strategy for the corporation, assesses the
performance of the BBC's executive board in delivering the BBC's services, and appoints the director-general. Ofcom is responsible for the regulation of the BBC. Samir Shah has served as the chairman since 4 March 2024.[118][123]The executive committee is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the broadcaster. Consisting of senior
managers of the BBC, the committee meets once per month and is responsible for operational management and delivery of services within a framework set by the board, and is chaired by the director-general, currently Tim Davie, who is chief executive and (from 1994) editor-in-chief.[124]NamePositionTim DavieDirector-general (chair)Kerris
BrightChief Customer OfficerAlan DicksonChief Financial OfficerTom FussellCEO, BBC StudiosLeigh TavazivaChief Operating OfficerCharlotte MooreChief Content OfficerUzair QadeerChief People OfficerAlice MacandrewGroup Corporate Affairs DirectorRhodri Talfan DaviesDirector, NationsGautam RangarajanGroup Director of Strategy and
PerformanceDeborah TurnessCEO, BBC News and Current AffairsThe corporation has the following in-house divisions covering the BBC's output and operations:[125][126]Content, headed by Charlotte Moore is in charge of the corporation's television channels including the commissioning of programming.Nations and Regions, headed by Rhodri
Talfan Davies is responsible for the corporation's divisions in Scotland, Northern Ireland, Wales, and the English Regions.The BBC also operates a number of wholly owned commercial divisions:BBC Studios is the former in-house television production; Entertainment, Music & Events, Factual and Scripted (drama and comedy). Following a merger with
BBC Worldwide in April 2018, it also operates international channels and sells programmes and merchandise in the UK and abroad to gain additional income that is returned to BBC programmes. It is kept separate from the corporation due to its commercial nature.BBC News is in charge of the production and distribution of its commercial global
television channel. It works closely with the BBC News division, but is not governed by it, and shares the corporation's facilities and staff. It also works with BBC Studios, the channel's distributor.BBC Studioworks is also separate and officially owns and operates some of the BBC's studio facilities, such as the BBC Elstree Centre, leasing them out to
productions from within and outside of the corporation.[127]From as early as the 1930s until the 1990s, MI5, the British domestic intelligence service, engaged in the vetting of applicants for BBC jobs, a policy designed to keep out persons deemed subversive.[128][129] In 1933, BBC executive Colonel Alan Dawnay began to meet the head of MI5, Sir
Vernon Kell, to informally trade information; from 1935, a formal arrangement was made whereby job applicants would be secretly vetted by MI5 for their political views (without their knowledge).[128] The BBC took up a policy of denying any suggestion by the press of such a relationship (the very existence of MI5 itself was not officially
acknowledged until the Security Service Act 1989).[128]This relationship garnered wider public attention after an article by David Leigh and Paul Lashmar appeared in The Observer in August 1985, revealing that MI5 had been vetting appointments, running operations from Room 105 in Broadcasting House.[128][130] At the time of the expos, the
operation was being run by Ronnie Stonham. A memo from 1984 revealed that blacklisted organisations included the far-left Communist Party of Great Britain, the Socialist Workers Party, the Workers Revolutionary Party and the Militant tendency, as well as the far-right National Front and the British National Party. An association with one of these
groups could result in a denial of a job application.[128]In October 1985, the BBC announced that it would stop the vetting process, except for a few people in top roles, as well as those in charge of Wartime Broadcasting Service emergency broadcasting (in the event of a nuclear war) and staff of the BBC World Service.[128] In 1990, following the
Security Service Act 1989, vetting was further restricted to those responsible for wartime broadcasting and those with access to secret government information.[128] Michael Hodder, who succeeded Stonham, had the MI5 vetting files sent to the BBC Archives in Reading, Berkshire.[128]The BBC has the second largest budget of any UK-based
broadcaster with an operating expenditure of 4.722billion in 2013/14[131] compared with 6.471billion for Sky UK in 2013/14[132] and 1.843billion for ITV in the calendar year 2013.[133][needs update]See also: Television licence and Television licensing in the United KingdomThe principal means of funding the BBC is through the television licence,
costing 169.50 per year per household since April 2024.[134] Such a licence is required to legally receive broadcast television across the UK, the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man. No licence is required to own a television used for other means, or for sound only radio sets (though a separate licence for these was also required for non-TV
households until 1971). The cost of a television licence is set by the government and enforced by the criminal law. A 50% discount is offered to people who are registered blind or severely visually impaired,[135] and the licence is completely free for any household containing anyone aged 75 or over. However, from August 2020, the licence fee will
only be waived if over 75 and receiving pension credit.[136]The BBC pursues its licence fee collection and enforcement under the trading name "TV Licensing". The revenue is collected privately by Capita, an outside agency, and is paid into the central government Consolidated Fund, a process defined in the Communications Act 2003. Funds are then
allocated by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) and the Treasury and approved by Parliament via legislation. Additional revenues are paid by the Department for Work and Pensions to compensate for subsidised licences for eligible over-75-year-olds.The licence fee is classified as a tax,[137] and its evasion is a criminal offence.
Since 1991, collection and enforcement of the licence fee has been the responsibility of the BBC in its role as TV Licensing Authority.[138] The BBC carries out surveillance (mostly using subcontractors) on properties (under the auspices of the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000) and may conduct searches of a property using a search
warrant.[139] According to TV Licensing, 216,900 people in the UK were caught watching TV without a licence in 2018/19.[140] Licence fee evasion makes up around one-tenth of all cases prosecuted in magistrates' courts, representing 0.3% of court time.[141]Income from commercial enterprises and from overseas sales of its catalogue of
programmes has substantially increased over recent years,[142] with BBC Worldwide contributing some 243million to the BBC's core public service business.[143]According to the BBC's 2018/19 Annual Report, its total income was 4.889billion a decrease from 5.062billion in 2017/18 partly owing to a 3.7% phased reduction in government funding for
free over-75s TV licences,[143] which can be broken down as follows:3.690billion in licence fees collected from householders;1.199billion from the BBC's commercial businesses and government grants some of which will cease in 2020The licence fee has, however, attracted criticism. It has been argued that in an age of multi-stream, multi-channel
availability, an obligation to pay a licence fee is no longer appropriate. The BBC's use of private sector company Capita to send letters to premises not paying the licence fee has been criticised, especially as there have been cases where such letters have been sent to premises which are up to date with their payments, or do not require a TV licence.
[144]The BBC uses advertising campaigns to inform customers of the requirement to pay the licence fee. Past campaigns have been criticised by Conservative MP Boris Johnson and former MP Ann Widdecombe for having a threatening nature and language used to scare evaders into paying.[145][146] Audio clips and television broadcasts are used to
inform listeners of the BBC's comprehensive database.[147] There are a number of pressure groups campaigning on the issue of the licence fee.[148]In 2023, around half a million UK households cancelled their TV licence, driven by shifting viewing habits and financial pressures. As a result, the BBC saw a decline in revenue, with the number of



households paying the licence fee dropping to 23.9 million.[149]The majority of the BBC's commercial output comes from its commercial arm BBC Worldwide which sell programmes abroad and exploit key brands for merchandise. Of their 2012/13 sales, 27% were centred on the five key "superbrands" of Doctor Who, Top Gear, Strictly Come Dancing
(known as Dancing with the Stars internationally), the BBC's archive of natural history programming (collected under the umbrella of BBC Earth) and the (now sold) travel guide brand Lonely Planet.[150]Main article: List of BBC propertiesFurther information: Broadcasting House; Broadcasting House, Belfast; BBC Cymru Wales New Broadcasting
House; and Television Centre, LondonThe headquarters of the BBC at Broadcasting House in Portland Place, central London. This section of the building is called Old Broadcasting House.The main entrance of the extension to the building (New Broadcasting House).Broadcasting House in Portland Place, central London, is the official headquarters of
the BBC. It is home to the BBC's national and international radio networks (BBC Radio 1, BBC Radio 1Xtra, BBC Asian Network, BBC Radio 2, BBC Radio 3, BBC Radio 4, BBC Radio 4 Extra, BBC Radio 6 Music and the BBC World Service), with the exception of BBC Radio 5 Live and BBC Radio 5 Sports Extra which have broadcast from MediaCityUK
in Salford since 2011. It is also the home of BBC News, which relocated to the building from BBC Television Centre in 2013. On the front of the building are statues of Prospero and Ariel, characters from William Shakespeare's play The Tempest, sculpted by Eric Gill. Renovation of Broadcasting House began in 2002, and was completed in 2012.
[151]Until it closed at the end of March 2013, BBC Television was based at Television Centre, a purpose-built television facility opened in 1960 located in White City, four miles (6km) west of central London.[152] This facility was host to a number of famous guests and programmes through the years, and its name and image is familiar with many
British citizens. Nearby, the White City Place complex contains numerous programme offices, housed in Centre House, the Media Centre and Broadcast Centre. It is in this area around Shepherd's Bush that the majority of BBC employees worked.As part of a major reorganisation of BBC property, the entire BBC News operation relocated from the
News Centre at BBC Television Centre to the refurbished Broadcasting House to create what is being described as "one of the world's largest live broadcast centres".[153] The BBC News Channel and BBC News International relocated to the premises in early 2013.[154] Broadcasting House is now also home to most of the BBC's national radio
stations, and the BBC World Service. The major part of this plan involved the demolition of the two post-war extensions to the building and construction of an extension[155] designed by Sir Richard MacCormac of MJP Architects. This move concentrated the BBC's London operations, allowing them to sell Television Centre.[156]In addition to the
scheme above, the BBC is in the process of making and producing more programmes outside London, involving production centres such as Belfast, Cardiff, Glasgow, Newcastle and, most notably, in Greater Manchester as part of the "BBC North Project" scheme where several major departments, including BBC North West, BBC Manchester, BBC
Sport, BBC Children's, CBeebies, Radio 5 Live, BBC Radio 5 Sports Extra, BBC Breakfast, BBC Learning and the BBC Philharmonic have all moved from their previous locations in either London or New Broadcasting House, Manchester to the new 200-acre (80ha) MediaCityUK production facilities in Salford, that form part of the large BBC North
Group division and will therefore become the biggest staffing operation outside London.[157][158]A Dalek prop used in Doctor Who at BBC BirminghamAs well as the two main sites in London (Broadcasting House and White City), there are seven other important BBC production centres in the UK, mainly specialising in different productions. Cardiff is
home to BBC Cymru Wales, which specialises in drama production. Open since 2012, and containing 7 new studios, Roath Lock[159] is notable as the home of productions such as Doctor Who and Casualty. Broadcasting House Belfast, home to BBC Northern Ireland, specialises in original drama and comedy, and has taken part in many co-productions
with independent companies and notably with RT in the Republic of Ireland. BBC Scotland, based in Pacific Quay, Glasgow is a large producer of programmes for the network, including several quiz shows. In England, the larger regions also produce some programming.Previously, the largest hub of BBC programming from the regions is BBC North
West. At present they produce all religious and ethical programmes on the BBC, as well as other programmes such as A Question of Sport. However, this is to be merged and expanded under the BBC North project, which involved the region moving from New Broadcasting House, Manchester, to MediaCityUK. BBC Midlands, based at Mailbox
Birmingham, also produces drama and contains the headquarters for the English regions and the BBC's daytime output. Other production centres include Broadcasting House Bristol, home of BBC West and famously the BBC Studios Natural History Unit and to a lesser extent, Quarry Hill in Leeds, home of BBC Yorkshire. There are also many smaller
local and regional studios throughout the UK, operating the BBC regional television services and the BBC Local Radio stations.The BBC also operates several news gathering centres in various locations around the world, which provide news coverage of that region to the national and international news operations.In 2004, the BBC contracted out its
former BBC Technology division to the German engineering and electronics company Siemens IT Solutions and Services (SIS), outsourcing its IT, telephony and broadcast technology systems.[76] When Atos Origin acquired the SIS division from Siemens in December 2010 for 850million (720m),[160] the BBC support contract also passed to Atos, and
in July 2011, the BBC announced to staff that its technology support would become an Atos service.[77] Siemens staff working on the BBC contract were transferred to Atos; the BBC's Information Technology systems are now managed by Atos.[161] In 2011, the BBC's chief financial officer Zarin Patel stated to the House of Commons Public Accounts
Committee that, following criticism of the BBC's management of major IT projects with Siemens (such as the Digital Media Initiative), the BBC partnership with Atos would be instrumental in achieving cost savings of around 64million as part of the BBC's "Delivering Quality First" programme.[162] In 2012, the BBC's then-chief technology officer John
Linwood, expressed confidence in service improvements to the BBC's technology provision brought about by Atos. He also stated that supplier accountability had been strengthened following some high-profile technology failures which had taken place during the partnership with Siemens.[163]Main article: BBC TelevisionWeekly reach of the BBC's
domestic services from 2011 to 2012.[164][165] Reach is the number of people who use the service at any point for more than 15 minutes in a week.[165]The BBC operates several television channels nationally and internationally. BBC One and BBC Two are the flagship television channels. Others include the youth channel BBC Three,[c][166]
cultural and documentary channel BBC Four, the British and international variations of the BBC News channel, parliamentary channel BBC Parliament, and two children's channels, CBBC and CBeebies. Digital television is now entrenched in the UK, with analogue transmission completely phased out as of December2012[update].[167]BBC One is a
regionalised TV service which provides opt-outs throughout the day for local news and other local programming. These variations are more pronounced in the BBC "Nations", i.e. Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales, where the presentation is mostly carried out locally on BBC One and Two, and where programme schedules can vary considerably
from that of the network. BBC Two variations exist in the Nations; however, English regions today rarely have the option to opt out as regional programming now exists only on BBC One. In 2019, the Scottish variation of BBC Two ceased operation and was replaced with the networked version in favour of a new BBC Scotland channel. BBC Two was
the first channel to be transmitted on 625 lines, in 1964. It then carried a small-scale regular colour service from 1967. BBC One followed in November 1969.Weekly reach of the BBC's domestic television channels 201112[164]A new Scottish Gaelic television channel, BBC Alba, was launched in September 2008. It is also the first multi-genre channel
to come entirely from Scotland with almost all of its programmes made in Scotland. The service was initially available only via satellite but since June 2011 has been available to viewers in Scotland on Freeview and cable television.[168]The BBC currently operates HD simulcasts of all its nationwide channels with the exception of BBC Parliament.
Until 26 March 2013, a separate channel called BBC HD was available, in place of BBC Two HD. It launched on 15 May 2006, following a 12-month trial of the broadcasts. It became a proper channel in 2007, and screened HD programmes as simulcasts of the main network, or as repeats. The corporation has been producing programmes in the format
for many years, and stated that it hoped to produce 100% of new programmes in HDTV by 2010.[169] On 3 November 2010, a high-definition simulcast of BBC One was launched, entitled BBC One HD, and BBC Two HD launched on 26 March 2013, replacing BBC HD. Scotland's new television channel, BBC Scotland, launched in February 2019.
[170]Filming an episode of BBC One's Sherlock (with Benedict Cumberbatch as Sherlock Holmes pictured) in July 2011In the Republic of Ireland, Belgium, the Netherlands and Switzerland, the BBC channels are available in a number of ways. In these countries digital and cable operators carry a range of BBC channels. These include BBC One, BBC
Two, BBC Four and BBC News, although viewers in the Republic of Ireland may receive BBC services via overspill from transmitters in Northern Ireland or Wales, or via "deflectors"transmitters in the Republic which rebroadcast broadcasts from the UK,[171] received off-air, or from digital satellite.Since 1975, the BBC has also provided its TV
programmes to the British Forces Broadcasting Service (BFBS), allowing members of UK military serving abroad to watch them on four dedicated TV channels. From 27 March 2013, BFBS will carry versions of BBC One and BBC Two, which will include children's programming from CBBC, as well as carrying programming from BBC Three on a new
channel called BFBS Extra.Since 2008, all BBC channels are available to watch online through the BBC iPlayer service. This online streaming ability came about following experiments with live streaming, involving streaming certain channels in the UK.[172] In February 2014, Director-General Tony Hall announced that the corporation needed to save
100million. In March 2014, the BBC confirmed plans for BBC Three to become an internet-only channel.[173]Main article: BBC Genome ProjectIln December 2012, the BBC completed a digitisation exercise, scanning the listings of all BBC programmes from an entire run of about 4,500 copies of the Radio Times magazine from the first, 1923, issue to
2009 (later listings already being held electronically), the "BBC Genome project”, with a view to creating an online database of its programme output.[174] An earlier ten months of listings are to be obtained from other sources.[174] They identified around five million programmes, involving 8.5million actors, presenters, writers and technical staff.
[174] The Genome project was opened to public access on 15 October 2014, with corrections to OCR errors and changes to advertised schedules being crowdsourced.[175]Weekly reach of the BBC's national radio stations, on both analogue and digital (2012)[165]Main articles: BBC Radio and BBC Local RadioThe BBC has ten radio stations serving
the whole of the UK, a further seven stations in the "national regions" (Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland), and 39 other local stations serving defined areas of England. Of the ten national stations, five are major stations and are available on FM or AM as well as on DAB and online. These are BBC Radio 1, offering new music and popular styles
and being notable for its chart show; BBC Radio 2, playing adult contemporary, country and soul music amongst many other genres; BBC Radio 3, presenting classical and jazz music together with some spoken-word programming of a cultural nature in the evenings; BBC Radio 4, focusing on news, factual and other speech-based programming,
including drama and comedy; and BBC Radio 5 Live, broadcasting 24-hour news, sport and talk programming.[176]Swedish actress Ingrid Bergman being interviewed on BBC Radio in October 1954In addition to these five stations, the BBC runs a further five stations that broadcast on DAB and online only. These stations supplement and expand on
the big five stations, and were launched in 2002. BBC Radio 1Xtra sisters Radio 1, and broadcasts new black music and urban tracks. BBC Radio 5 Sports Extra sisters 5 Live and offers extra sport analysis, including broadcasting sports that previously were not covered. BBC Radio 6 Music offers alternative music genres and is notable as a platform
for new artists. BBC Radio 7, later renamed BBC Radio 4 Extra, provided archive drama, comedy and children's programming. The final station is the BBC Asian Network, providing music, talk and news to this section of the community. This station evolved out of Local radio stations serving certain areas, and as such this station is available on
medium wave frequency in some areas of the Midlands.As well as the national stations, the BBC also provides 40 BBC Local Radio stations in England and the Channel Islands, each named for and covering a particular city and its surrounding area (e.g. BBC Radio Bristol), county or region (e.g. BBC Three Counties Radio), or geographical area (e.g.
BBC Radio Solent covering the central south coast). A further six stations broadcast in what the BBC terms "the national regions": Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland. These are BBC Radio Wales (in English), BBC Radio Cymru (in Welsh), BBC Radio Scotland (in English), BBC Radio nan Gidheal (in Scottish Gaelic), BBC Radio Ulster, and BBC
Radio Foyle, the latter being an opt-out station from Radio Ulster for the north-west of Northern Ireland.The BBC's UK national channels are also broadcast in the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man (although these Crown Dependencies are outside the UK), and in the former there are two local stations BBC Radio Guernsey and BBC Radio Jersey.
There is no BBC local radio station, however, in the Isle of Man, partly because the island has long been served by the popular independent commercial station, Manx Radio, which predates the existence of BBC Local Radio. BBC services in the dependencies are financed from television licence fees which are set at the same level as those payable in
the UK, although collected locally. This is the subject of some controversy in the Isle of Man since, as well as having no BBC Local Radio service, the island also lacks a local television news service analogous to that provided by BBC Channel Islands.[177]BBC World Service, with Jonathan Dimbleby (middle) broadcasting from Budapest, Hungary in
2016For a worldwide audience, the BBC World Service provides news, current affairs and information in more than 40 languages, including English, around the world, and is available in over 150 capital cities, making it the world's largest external broadcaster in terms of reception area, language selection and audience reach.[178][179] It is
broadcast worldwide on shortwave radio, DAB and online and has an estimated weekly audience of 192million, and its websites have an audience of 38million people per week.[180] Since 2005, it is also available on DAB in the UK, a step not taken before, due to the way it is funded. Following the Government's spending review in 2011, the service
was funded for the first time through the Licence fee.[181][182] In recent years, some services of the World Service have been reduced: the Thai service ended in 2006,[183] as did the Eastern European languages. Resources were diverted instead into the new BBC News Arabic.[184]Historically, the BBC was the only legal radio broadcaster based in
the UK mainland until 1967, when University Radio York, then under the name Radio York, was launched as the first, and now oldest, legal independent radio station in the country. However, the BBC did not enjoy a complete monopoly before this, as several Continental stations, such as Radio Luxembourg, had broadcast programmes in English to
Britain since the 1930s and the Isle of Man-based Manx Radio began in 1964. Today, despite the advent of commercial broadcasting, BBC radio stations remain among the most listened-to in the country. Radio 2 has the largest audience share (up to 16.8% in 201112) and Radios 1 and 4 ranked second and third in terms of weekly reach.[185]BBC
programming is also available to other services and in other countries. Since 1943, the BBC has provided radio programming to the British Forces Broadcasting Service, which broadcasts in countries where British troops are stationed. BBC Radio 1 is also carried in Canada on Sirius XM (online streaming only). The BBC is a patron of the Radio
Academy, a registered UK charity that promotes excellence in broadcasting.[186]Main article: BBC NewsThe new newsroom in Broadcasting House, central London, officially opened by the Queen in 2013BBC News is the largest broadcast news gathering operation in the world,[187] providing services to BBC domestic radio as well as television
networks such as the BBC News, BBC Parliament and BBC News International. In addition to this, news stories are available on the BBC Red Button service and BBC News Online. In addition to this, the BBC has been developing new ways to access BBC News and as a result, has launched the service on BBC Mobile, making it accessible to mobile
phones and PDAs, as well as developing alerts by email, on digital television, and on computers through a desktop alert.Ratings figures suggest that during major incidents such as the 7 July 2005 London bombings or royal events, the UK audience overwhelmingly turns to the BBC's coverage as opposed to its commercial rivals.[188]On 7 July 2005,
the day that there were a series of coordinated bomb blasts on London's public transport system, the BBC Online website recorded an all time bandwidth peak of 11Gb/s at 12.00 on 7 July. BBC News received some 1billion total hits on the day of the event (including all images, text, and HTML), serving some 5.5 terabytes of data. At peak times during
the day, there were 40,000-page requests per second for the BBC News website. The previous day's announcement of the 2012 Summer Olympics being awarded to London caused a peak of around 5Gbit/s. The previous all-time high at BBC Online was caused by the announcement of the Michael Jackson verdict, which used 7.2Gbit/s.[189]Main
article: BBC OnlineThe BBC's online presence includes a comprehensive news website and archive. The BBC's first official online service was the BBC Networking Club, which was launched on 11 May 1994. The service was subsequently relaunched as BBC Online in 1997, before being renamed BBCi, then bbc.co.uk, before it was rebranded back as
BBC Online. The website is funded by the Licence fee, but uses GeolP technology, allowing advertisements to be carried on the site when viewed outside of the UK.[190] The BBC claims the site to be "Europe's most popular content-based site"[191] and states that 13.2million people in the UK visit the site's more than two million pages each day.
[192]The centre of the website is the Homepage, which features a modular layout. Users can choose which modules, and which information, is displayed on their homepage, allowing the user to customise it. This system was first launched in December 2007, becoming permanent in February 2008, and has undergone a few aesthetical changes since
then.[193] The home page then has links to other micro-sites, such as BBC News Online, Sport, Weather, TV, and Radio. As part of the site, every programme on BBC Television or Radio is given its own page, with bigger programmes getting their own micro-site, and as a result it is often common for viewers and listeners to be told URLs for the
programme website.2008 advertisement for BBC iPlayer at Old Street, LondonAnother large part of the site also allows users to watch and listen to most Television and Radio output live and for seven days after broadcast using the BBC iPlayer platform, which launched on 27 July 2007, and initially used peer-to-peer and DRM technology to deliver
both radio and TV content of the last seven days for offline use for up to 30days, since then video is now streamed directly. Also, through participation in the Creative Archive Licence group, bbc.co.uk allowed legal downloads of selected archive material via the internet.[194]The BBC has often included learning as part of its online service, running
services such as BBC Jam, Learning Zone Class Clips and also runs services such as BBC WebWise and First Click which are designed to teach people how to use the internet. BBC Jam was a free online service, delivered through broadband and narrowband connections, providing high-quality interactive resources designed to stimulate learning at
home and at school. Initial content was made available in January 2006; however, BBC Jam was suspended on 20 March 2007 due to allegations made to the European Commission that it was damaging the interests of the commercial sector of the industry.[195]In recent years, some major on-line companies and politicians have complained that BBC
Online receives too much funding from the television licence, meaning that other websites are unable to compete with the vast amount of advertising-free on-line content available on BBC Online.[196] Some have proposed that the amount of licence fee money spent on BBC Online should be reducedeither being replaced with funding from
advertisements or subscriptions, or a reduction in the amount of content available on the site.[197] In response to this the BBC carried out an investigation, and has now set in motion a plan to change the way it provides its online services. BBC Online will now attempt to fill in gaps in the market, and will guide users to other websites for currently
existing market provision. (For example, instead of providing local events information and timetables, users will be guided to outside websites already providing that information.)Part of this plan included the BBC closing some of its websites, and rediverting money to redevelop other parts.[198][199]0n 26 February 2010, The Times claimed that
Mark Thompson, Director General of the BBC, proposed that the BBC's web output should be cut by 50%, with online staff numbers and budgets reduced by 25% in a bid to scale back BBC operations and allow commercial rivals more room.[200] On 2 March 2010, the BBC reported that it would cut its website spending by 25% and close BBC 6 Music
and Asian Network, as part of Mark Thompson's plans to make "a smaller, fitter BBC for the digital age".[201][202]Main article: BBC Red ButtonBBC Red Button is the brand name for the BBC's interactive television services, which are available through Freeview (digital terrestrial), as well as Freesat, Sky UK (satellite), and Virgin Media (cable).
Unlike Ceefax, the service's analogue counterpart, BBC Red Button is able to display full-colour graphics, photographs, and video, as well as programmes and can be accessed from any BBC channel. The service carries News, Weather and Sport 24 hours a day, but also provides extra features related to programmes specific at that time. Examples
include viewers to play along at home to gameshows, to give, voice and vote on opinions to issues, as used alongside programmes such as Question Time. At some points in the year, when multiple sporting events occur, some coverage of less mainstream sports or games are frequently placed on the Red Button for viewers to watch. Frequently, other
features are added unrelated to programmes being broadcast at that time, such as the broadcast of the Doctor Who animated episode Dreamland in November 2009.[203]The BBC Big BandThe BBC employs 5 staff orchestras, a professional choir, and supports two amateur choruses, based in BBC venues across the UK;[204] the BBC Symphony
Orchestra, the BBC Singers and BBC Symphony Chorus based in London, the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra in Glasgow, the BBC Philharmonic in Salford, the BBC Concert Orchestra based in Watford, and the BBC National Orchestra of Wales in Cardiff. It also buys a selected number of broadcasts from the Ulster Orchestra in Belfast and the
BBC Big Band.BBC Proms at the Royal Albert HallThe BBC Proms have been produced by the BBC every year since 1927, stepping in to fund the popular eight-week summer classical music festival when music publishers Chappell and Co withdrew their support.[205] In 1930, the newly formed BBC Symphony Orchestra gave all 49 Proms, and have
performed at every Last Night of the Proms since then. The Proms have been held at the Royal Albert Hall since 1941, and the BBC's orchestras and choirs are the backbone of the festival, giving around 40% to 50% of all performances each season.[206]Many famous musicians of every genre have played at the BBC, such as The Beatles (Live at the
BBC is one of their many albums). The BBC is also responsible for the broadcast of Glastonbury Festival, Reading and Leeds Festivals and United Kingdom coverage of the Eurovision Song Contest, a show with which the broadcaster has been associated for over 60 years.[207] The BBC also operates the division of BBC Audiobooks sometimes found in
association with Chivers Audiobooks.Some of the BBC Micro team in 2008. Developed by Acorn, the Micro computer dominated the educational computer market in the UK during the 1980s.[208]The BBC operates other ventures as well as its broadcasting arm. In addition to broadcasting output on television and radio, some programmes are also
displayed on the BBC Big Screens in several central-city locations. The BBC and the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office also jointly run BBC Monitoring, which monitors radio, television, the press and the internet worldwide. The BBC also developed several computers throughout the 1980s, most notably the BBC Micro (created as part
of the BBC Computer Literacy Project, which foreshadowed the coming microcomputer revolution and its effect on the economy, industry, and society of the United Kingdom), which ran alongside the corporation's educational aims and programming, starting with The Computer Programme broadcast in 1982.[209][210] The National Museum of
Computing at Bletchley Park uses BBC Micros as part of a scheme to educate school children about computer programming.[211]In 1951, in conjunction with Oxford University Press, the BBC published The BBC Hymn Book, intended to be used by radio listeners to follow hymns being broadcast. The book was published both with and without music,
the music edition being entitled The BBC Hymn Book with Music.[212] The book contained 542 popular hymns.Main article: CeefaxCeefax page (showing football news) in 2009. A teletext service provided by the BBC from 1974 to 2012, it was a popular method to check score updates.[213]The BBC provided the world's first teletext service called
Ceefax (near-homophonous with "See Facts") from 23September 1974 until 230ctober 2012 on the BBC1 analogue channel, then later on BBC2.[214] It showed informational pages, such as news, sport, and the weather. From New Year's Eve, 1974, ITV's Oracle tried to compete with Ceefax. Oracle closed on New Year's Eve, 1992. During its lifetime,
Ceefax attracted millions of viewers, right up until 2012, prior to the digital switchover in the United Kingdom. Since then, the BBC's Red Button Service has provided a digital information system that replaced Ceefax.[215]Main article: BritBoxIn 2016 the BBC, in partnership with fellow UK broadcasters ITV and Channel 4 (the latter later withdrew
from the project), set up 'project kangaroo' to develop an international online streaming service to rival services such as Netflix and Hulu.[216][217] During the development stages 'Britflix' was touted as a potential name. However, the service eventually launched as BritBox in March 2017. The online platform shows a catalogue of classic BBC and
ITV shows, as well as making a number of programmes available shortly after their UK broadcast. As of 2021[update], BritBox is available in the UK, the US, Canada, Australia, and, more recently, South Africa, with the potential availability for new markets in the future.[216][218][219][220][221]Main article: BBC StudiosBBC Studios is
headquartered at Television Centre (BBC Television's former headquarters) in west London.BBC Studios is the wholly owned commercial subsidiary of the BBC, responsible for the commercial exploitation of BBC programmes and other properties, including a number of television stations throughout the world.[222] It was formed in 2018 after the
merger of the BBC's commercial production arm and the BBC's commercial international distribution arm, BBC Worldwide, with the latter formed in 1995 following the restructuring of its predecessor, BBC Enterprises. Prior to this, the selling of BBC television programmes was at first handled in 1958 with the establishment of a business manager
post.[223] This expanded until the establishment of the Television Promotions (renamed Television Enterprises) department in 1960 under a general manager.[223]The company owns and administers a number of commercial stations around the world operating in a number of territories and on a number of different platforms. These include BBC
UKTYV for the Australasia region, and formerly BBC America (now fully owned by AMC Networks). The company airs two channels aimed at children, an international CBeebies channel and BBC Kids, a joint venture with Knowledge Network Corporation. The company also runs BBC Earth, which distributes the BBC's natural history content to
countries outside the UK, and BBC Lifestyle, broadcasting programmes based on themes of Food, Style and Wellbeing.[224] In addition to this, BBC Studios ran an international version of the channel BBC HD.The BBC's East Africa bureau in Nairobi, Kenya. It is the broadcaster's biggest bureau outside of the UK.[225]BBC Studios also distributes the
24-hour international news channel BBC News. The station is separate from BBC Studios to maintain the station's neutral point of view, but is distributed by BBC Studios. The channel itself is the oldest surviving entity of its kind, and has 50 foreign news bureaus and correspondents in nearly all countries in the world.[226] As officially surveyed, it is
available to more than 294million households, significantly more than CNN's estimated 200million.[226]In addition to these international channels, BBC Studios also owns the UKTV network of seven channels. These channels contain BBC archive programming to be rebroadcast on their respective channels: Alibi, crime dramas; Dave (slogan: "The
Home of Witty Banter"); Drama, drama, launched in 2013; Eden, nature; Gold, comedy; W, Entertainment; and Yesterday, history programming.In addition to these channels, many BBC programmes are sold via BBC Studios to foreign television stations with comedy, documentaries, crime dramas (such as Luther and Peaky Blinders) and historical
drama productions being the most popular. The BBC's most successful reality television show format, Strictly Come Dancingunder the title Dancing with the Starshas been exported to 60 other countries.[227][228] Shows commissioned and distributed by the BBC include the Wallace & Gromit animated comedy short films The Wrong Trousers and A
Close Shave.[229] In addition, BBC television news appears nightly on many PBS stations in the US, as do reruns of BBC programmes such as EastEnders, and in New Zealand on TVNZ 1.The 1931 Christmas issue of the Radio Times.In addition to programming, BBC Studios produces material to accompany programmes. The company maintained the
publishing arm of the BBC, BBC Magazines, which published the Radio Times; first published by the BBC on 28 September 1923, it is the world's first broadcast listings magazine.[230] Radio Times covers all British television and radio programming schedules, and the 1988 Christmas edition sold 11,220,666 copies, which the Guinness World Records
certified as the biggest-selling edition of any British magazine in history.[231] Other magazines that support BBC programming include BBC Top Gear, BBC Good Food, BBC Sky at Night, BBC History, BBC Wildlife and BBC Music. BBC Magazines was sold to Exponent Private Equity in 2011, which merged it with Origin Publishing (previously owned
by BBC Worldwide between 2004 and 2006) to form Immediate Media Company.[232]BBC Studios also publishes books, to accompany programmes such as Sherlock and Doctor Who under the BBC Books brand, a publishing imprint majority owned by Random House. Soundtrack albums, singles (which include two UK number one singles from BBC
children's shows, "Teletubbies say "Eh-oh!"" from Teletubbies and "Can We Fix It?" from Bob the Builder), talking books and sections of radio broadcasts are also sold under the brand BBC Records, with DVDs also being sold and licensed in large quantities to consumers both in the UK and abroad under the BBC Studios Home Entertainment brand.
[233] Archive programming and classical music recordings are sold under the brand BBC Legends.[234]Blue plaque at Alexandra Palace, commemorating the launch of the world's first high-definition television service, BBC Television, in 1936Until the development, popularisation, and domination of television, radio was the broadcast medium upon
which people in the United Kingdom relied. It "reached into every home in the land, and simultaneously united the nation, an important factor during the Second World War".[235] The BBC introduced the world's first "high-definition" 405-line television service in 1936. It suspended its television service during the Second World War and until 1946,
but remained the only television broadcaster in the UK until 1955, when Independent Television (ITV) began operating.[236] This heralded the transformation of television into a popular and dominant medium. Nevertheless, "throughout the 1950s radio still remained the dominant source of broadcast comedy".[236] Further, the BBC was the only
legal radio broadcaster until 1968 (when University Radio York obtained its first licence).[237]The nature documentaries of David Attenborough, such as The Blue Planet, Planet Earth and Life on Earth, are produced by the BBC Studios Natural History Unit, the largest wildlife documentary production house in the world.[238]Despite the advent of
commercial television and radio, with competition from ITV, Channel 4 and Sky, the BBC has remained one of the main elements in British popular culture through its obligation to produce TV and radio programmes for mass audiences.[239][240] However, the arrival of BBC2 allowed the BBC also to make programmes for minority interests in drama,
documentaries, current affairs, entertainment, and sport. Examples cited include the television series Civilisation, Doctor Who, I, Claudius, Monty Python's Flying Circus, Pot Black, and Tonight, but other examples can be given in each of these fields as shown by the BBC's entries in the British Film Institute's 2000 list of the BFI TV 100, with the
BBC's 1970s sitcom Fawlty Towers (featuring John Cleese as Basil Fawlty) topping the list.[241] Making his BBC debut in 1949, Benny Hill with The Benny Hill Show became the first British comedian to become famous via television.[242] Popular comedy duos on the BBC include Morecambe and Wise (whose show debuted in 1968) and The Two
Ronnies (debuting in 1971).[243] Black comedy sitcom Blackadder, starring Rowan Atkinson as the title character, ran for four series between 1983 and 1989.[244]Top of the Pops, the world's longest-running weekly music show, first aired in January 1964, the Rolling Stones being the first group to perform on it.[245] On air since 22 August 1964,
Match of the Day is broadcast on Saturday nights during the Premier League season.[246] Some BBC shows have had a direct impact on society. For example, The Great British Bake Off is credited with reinvigorating interest in baking throughout the UK, with stores reporting sharp rises in sales of baking ingredients and accessories.[247] The export
of BBC programmes through services like the BBC World Service and BBC News, as well as through the channels operated by BBC Studios, means that audiences can consume BBC productions worldwide. Long-running BBC shows include: Desert Island Discs, broadcast on radio since 1942,[248] Sports Report, broadcast on radio from 5pm on
Saturday evenings during the football season since January 1948, and featuring the same theme tune by Hubert Bath, is the world's longest-running sports radio programme,[249][250] The Archers, broadcast on radio since 1951, is the world's longest-running drama,[251] and Panorama, broadcast on BBC television since 1953, is the world's longest-
running news television programme.[252] Douglas Adams' 1978 Radio 4 sci-fi comedy series The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy, which spawned a media franchise, was the first radio comedy programme to be produced in stereo, and was innovative in its use of music and sound effects.[253] The BBC's broadcast of Wimbledon is the longest-running
partnership in sports broadcasting history, starting with radio in 1927 and television in 1937.[254]BAFTA (British Academy of Film and Television Arts) mask and the BBC logo. The BBC broadcasts BAFTA's film and television award ceremonies.The British Academy Film Awards (BAFTAs) was first broadcast on the BBC in 1956, with Vivien Leigh as
the host.[255] The television equivalent, the British Academy Television Awards, has been screened exclusively on the BBC since a 2007 awards ceremony that included wins for Jim Broadbent (Best actor) and Ricky Gervais (Best comedy performance).[256]The term "BBC English" was used as an alternative name for Received Pronunciation, and the
English Pronouncing Dictionary uses the term "BBC Pronunciation" to label its recommendations.[257] However, the BBC itself now makes more use of regional accents in order to reflect the diversity of the UK, while continuing to expect clarity and fluency of its presenters.[258] From its "starchy" beginnings, the BBC has also become more
inclusive, and now attempts to accommodate the interests of all strata of society and all minorities, because they all pay the licence fee.[259]0lder domestic UK audiences often refer to the BBC as "the Beeb", a nickname coined by Peter Sellers during a 1972 reunion of the 1950s BBC radio comedy The Goon Show, when he referred to the "Beeb Beeb
Ceeb".[260] It was then shortened and popularised by radio D] Kenny Everett.[261] David Bowie's recording sessions at the BBC were released as Bowie at the Beeb, while Queen's BBC recording sessions were released as At the Beeb.[262] Another nickname, now less commonly used, is "Auntie", said to originate from the old-fashioned "Auntie
knows best" attitude, or the idea of aunties and uncles who are present in the background of one's life (but possibly a reference to the "aunties" and "uncles" who presented children's programmes in the early days)[263] in the days when John Reith, the BBC's first director general, was in charge. The term "Auntie" for the BBC is often credited to radio
disc-jockey Jack Jackson.[15] To celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the BBC the song "Auntie" was released in 1972.[264] It also featured in the title of the BBC's blooper show, Auntie's Bloomers, which was presented by Terry Wogan from 1991 to 2001.[265] The two nicknames have also been used together as "Auntie Beeb".[266]Main article: Logo
of the BBCBBC's first three-box logo used from 1958 until 1963[267]BBC's second three-box logo used from 1963 until 1971[268]BBC's third three-box logo used from 1971 until 1988[268]BBC's fourth three-box logo used from 1988 until 1998[269]BBC's fifth three-box logo used from 1997 to 2021[269][270]BBC's sixth and current three-box logo
used since 2021[270]Main article: Coat of arms of the BBCCoat of arms of the British Broadcasting CorporationAdopted1927CrestOn a Wreath of the Colours, a Lion passant Or, grasping in the dexter fore-paw a Thunderbolt proper.[271]TorseA Wreath of the Colours[271]SupportersOn either side an Eagle, wings addorsed proper collared Azure
pendant therefrom a Bugle horn stringed Or.[271]MottoNation shall speak peace unto Nation[271]Other elementsBadge A Thunderbolt proper thereon a Pellet inscribed with the letters BBC Or.[271]Main articles: Criticism of the BBC and BBC controversiesThroughout its existence, the BBC has faced numerous accusations regarding many topics: the
Iraq war, politics, ethics and religion, as well as funding and staffing. It also has been involved in numerous controversies because of its coverage of specific news stories and programming. In October 2014, the BBC Trust issued the "BBC complaints framework",[272] outlining complaints and appeals procedures. However, the regulatory oversight of
the BBC may be transferred to Ofcom. The British "House of Commons Select Committee on Culture Media and Sport" recommended in its report "The Future of the BBC",[273] that OFCOM should become the final arbiter of complaints made about the BBC.[274]The BBC has long faced accusations of liberal and left-wing bias.[275] Accusations of a
bias against the Premiership of Margaret Thatcher and the Conservative Party were often made against the BBC by members of that government, with Margaret Thatcher herself considering the broadcaster's news coverage to be biased and irresponsible.[276] In 2011, Peter Sissons, a main news presenter at the BBC from 1989 to 2009, said that "at
the core of the BBC, in its very DNA, is a way of thinking that is firmly of the Left".[277] Another BBC presenter, Andrew Marr, commented that "the BBC is not impartial or neutral. It has a liberal bias, not so much a party-political bias. It is better expressed as a cultural liberal bias." Former BBC director Roger Mosey classified it as "liberal
defensive".[278][279][280] In 2022, the BBC chairman, Richard Sharp, acknowledged that "the BBC does have a liberal bias", and added that "the institution is fighting against it".[281]Writing for The Guardian, the left-wing columnist Owen Jones stated "the truth is the BBC is stacked full of rightwingers,"[282] and cited as an example of bias its
employment of "ultra-Thatcherite" Andrew Neil as a politics presenter.[283] A 2018 opinion poll by BMG Research found that 40% of the British public think that the BBC is politically partisan, with a nearly even split between those that believe it leans to the left or right.[284]BBC portalTelevision portalUnited Kingdom portalGaelic broadcasting in
ScotlandThe Green Book (BBC)List of BBC television channels and radio stationsList of companies based in LondonList of television programmes broadcast by the BBCList of BBC podcastsPrewar television stationsPublic service broadcasting in the United KingdomQuangoTelevision in the United KingdomAll pages with titles beginning with BBC”™
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station2BDBroadcast areaAberdeen City council areaFrequency606 kHz: 495 m MWProgrammingFormatLight music, comedy, news and sportOwnershipOwnerBBCHistoryFirst air date10 October 19232BD was a local radio station opened on 10 October 1923 in Aberdeen, Scotland, by the British Broadcasting Company (later to become the British
Broadcasting Corporation). Operating from a studio at the rear of a shop belonging to Aberdeen Electrical Engineering at 17 Belmont Street and a transmitter located on the premises of the Aberdeen Steam Laundry Company, the station broadcast on a frequency of 606kHz (495 m) medium wave.[1]After being appointed managing director of the
BBC in 1922, John Reith instigated a programme of expansion of the radio network in the United Kingdom, increasing the number of local stations from three to twenty in a relatively short period of time. Aberdeen was one of the first new stations to be put on air.[1]The opening ceremony for the station was conducted by the Marquis of Aberdeen at
9pm on 10 October 1923, followed by a performance from the Band of the 2nd Gordon Highlanders. Those attending the launch included the Lord Provost of Aberdeen, BBC MD John Reith, station director R. E. Jeffery, and chief engineer Peter Eckersley.[1]Inside the studio, broadcasters used a single microphone on a wheeled base, which severely
restricted the number of users at any one time. Being transmitted from the Aberdeen Steam Laundry Company building, the signal then travelled to an aerial slung between two Marconi radio masts sited beside some nearby electrical generators (which frequently interfered with broadcasts). Although the transmitter was of low power, it was reported
that the first programmes were heard in Norway and, similarly, subsequent broadcasts more than a year later could be heard in the United States during "International Radio Week".[1]During a live six-hour transmission day, the station supplied a mix of light music, comedy, news, and sports reporting. A former Scottish football referee, Peter
Craigmyle, broadcast a 15-minute programme once a week devoted to previewing sports events.[1]The station had its own "2BD Repertory Company" with members including William Mair, Daisy Moncur, Grace Wilson and George Dewar. It had its own 12-piece orchestra, supplemented by harmonica player Donald Davidson, although they were
reduced to eight members in 1926, and disbanded after the demise of the station.[1]Comedy was supplied by entertainers such as Jessie R. F. Allan, and many other artistes appeared before the microphone, including local boy Harry Gordon and character actress Mabel Constanduris.[1]In May 1925, 2BD's premises were extended to take in number
15 Belmont Street; however, in 1926 the "Geneva Frequency Plan" cut the number of available wavelengths by 50%. 2BD's frequency was changed to 610kHz (491.8 m) with effect from 14 November 1926 and then a month later because of the interference caused by 2BD having to share a frequency with the BBC's Birmingham station, 5IT to 600kHz
(500 m). In time, the Aberdeen station, along with other local Scottish transmitters, was replaced by a Scottish Regional Programme covering most of the country on a single high-power medium-wave frequency, while a long-wave transmitter (sited first at Chelmsford, then Daventry, and finally at Droitwich) was powerful enough to provide a National
Programme audible throughout most of the United Kingdom,[2] and "2BD" was last heard from in 1929.[1] The BBC broadcasting centre subsequently moved to larger premises in Beechgrove Terrace,[3] which were demolished and replaced by a new building on the same site in the year 2000.[4]”™ a b c d e f g h The History of Aberdeen Radio
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currently observing British Summer Time (BST)!GMT and UAE Time Calculator United Arab Emirates Time Offset: UTC/GMT +4Greenwich Mean Time Offset: UTC/GMT +0 Greenwich Mean Time ConversionsUnited Arab Emirates Time Conversions The Time Now > Convert GMT to EST 09:54:12 GMT 04:54:12 EST Greenwich Mean Time Eastern
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UTC 00:00. Above this text, you?ll find a chart with each hour of the day converted between the two zones. At the top of the page you?ll find a clock that is live each hour showcasing the difference between the two zones down to the second. Let?s check out an example: If it is 6:25 PM in the GMT zone, then it 1:25 PM in the EST zone. Simply subtract
five hours from the time.Now, if Daylight Saving Time is in effect, there is a small difference. In this case, since the people in the Eastern zone move their clocks forward an hour to Eastern Daylight Time, the difference becomes four hours, not five. So, just remember to subtract four hours when converting during the summer months.The Greenwich
Time Zone This time zone represents the birthplace of the concept. The countries which observe this time are as follows: Burkina FasoCote d?Ivoire Britain (United Kingdom) GuernseyGhanaGreenlandGambiaGuineaGuinea-Bissaulreland Isle of Manlceland]JerseyLiberiaMaliMauritaniaSt. HelenaSierra LeoneSenegalSao TomePrincipe TogoThis time
zone is the mean solar time located at the Royal Observatory in Greenwich, London. Originally it was the standard for civil time, but it has since been replaced by Coordinated Universal Time. Earth spins at an uneven rate because of its elliptical orbit and the tilt of its axis. As a result of these facts, ?noon? is very rarely the time that the sun is at its
highest point. As a result, Noon in this time zone is the approximate time of the event on an average. This is where the ?mean? comes from in the zone?s name. The Eastern Time ZoneThe EST zone is used as kind of the ?official? time for the United States. This is because the zone includes the nation?s capital of Washington D.C and the largest city
which is New York. National news outlets will often report events using this time zone and schedule broadcasts using this standard, even if the actual event is in another zone.Daytime talk shows, evening news, talent & award shows, and other events are broadcasted live in this time zone and advertised using this zone in other areas. Beyond the
usage of this time in the United States, parts of Canada, and the Caribbean, it is also used by Panama in Central America year-round. About | Privacy Policy | Contact | Copyright The Time Now 1998-2025 365 days a calendar at hand! Friday, July 18, 2025 (Week 29) Singaporean state-owned media companyMediacorp Pte. Ltd.Flat version of the 2015
logo, used as the primary logo since 2023.The Mediacorp Campus at One-northCompany typeState-ownedIndustryMass mediaPredecessorsRadio Singapura (19451965)Television Singapura (19611965)Radio Television Singapore (19651980)Singapore Broadcasting Corporation (19801994)Singapore International Media (19941999)Founded1]June
1936; 89 years ago(1936-06-01)Headquarters1 Stars Avenue (Mediapolis@onenorth), SingaporeArea servedWorldwideKey peopleNiam Chiang Meng (chairman)Tham Loke Kheng (CEO)ProductsBroadcastingweb portalsServicesTelevisionradioonlineRevenue US$750.8 millionNumber of employees3,000(2022)ParentTemasek
HoldingsWebsitemediacorp.sgMediacorp Pte. Ltd. is the state-owned media conglomerate of Singapore. Owned by Temasek Holdingsthe investment arm of the Government of Singaporeit owns and operates television channels, radio, and digital media properties. It is headquartered at the Mediapolis development in Queenstown's One-north precinct,
which succeeded Caldecott Hill, the long-time home of its predecessors, in 2015. As of 2022, Mediacorp employs over 3,000 employees; a large number of them are in both public and private sector broadcasting.[1]The company forms half of the mass media duopoly in the country alongside SPH Media Trust; the company was established in its current
form in 1999, following the 1994 privatization of one of its predecessorsthe Singapore Broadcasting Corporation (SBC)as a group of state-owned enterprises known as Singapore International Media.Mediacorp holds a monopoly on terrestrial television in Singapore, operating six channels broadcasting in the official languages of English (Channel 5
and the pan-Asian news channel CNA), Mandarin Chinese (Channel 8 and Channel U), Malay (Suria), and Tamil (Vasantham), as well as the streaming service meWatch. It also operates eleven radio stations, and the websites Today and 8daysboth of which had previously operated as print publications.Its monopoly on terrestrial television was briefly
broken in the early-2000s by SPH MediaWorks. In 2004, amid struggles at its two channels, SPH sold the MediaWorks subsidiary to MediaCorp in exchange for stakes in its television and publishing businesses; only its Chinese-language Channel U would continue under MediaCorp. SPH divested its stake in MediaCorp in 2017 after Today ceased
print publication.The history of radio broadcasting in Singapore began with the formation of the Amateur Wireless Society of Malaya (AWSM) in April 1925, which launched shortwave transmission from a studio in the Union Building at Collyer Quay using a 100-watt transmitter lent by the Marconi Company under callsign 1SE (One Singapore
Experimental).[2][3][4] The transmissions could be received as far as Penang, albeit with atmospheric interferences at times.[5] In 1930, Sir Earl from the Singapore Port Authority commenced its short wave broadcast every fortnight either on Sundays or Wednesdays. The Empire Service of the British Broadcasting Corporation(BBC) was inaugurated
on 19 December 1932, broadcasting on shortwave[6] and aimed principally at English speakers across the British Empire. In his first Christmas Message (1932), King George V characterised the service as intended for "men and women, so cut off by the snow, the desert, or the sea, that only voices out of the air can reach them".[7] First hopes for the
Empire Service were low. The Director General, Sir John Reith, said in the opening programme:Don't expect too much in the early days; for some time we shall transmit comparatively simple programmes, to give the best chance of intelligible reception and provide evidence as to the type of material most suitable for the service in each zone. The
programmes will neither be very interesting nor very good.[7][8]In 1933, Radio ZHI was launched as the first professional shortwave broadcasting station in Singapore. Owned by the Radio Service Company of Malaya, it was a shortwave radio station that delivered static-free broadcasts. Radio ZHI acquired a loyal following in Singapore and abroad.
Despite its success, the station closed at the end of December 1936 when its license expired[9] because the British Malaya Broadcasting Corporation was granted the status of having the radio monopoly.[10]The British Malaya Broadcasting Corporation (BMBC) was created on 12 April 1935 with a nominal capital of $500,000,[11] formed on 21 July
1935 and awarded a broadcasting license by the British crown on 1 June 1936 as a radio network.[12] The station was initially scheduled to start broadcasting in 1935, but was subsequently delayed to 1936 due to initial government uncertainties.[13] The station broadcast from the hill on Thomson Road.[14] ZHL made its first broadcast of Chinese
music on 10 June 1936 as an experiment.[15] The BMBC conducted auditions in November 1936.[16] On 1 March 1937 at 6pm, its studios and transmitters at Caldecott Hill were officially opened by Governor of the Straits Settlements Shenton Thomas, aiming at a potential target audience of 10,000 listeners.[17][18][19][20][21]In a move to adjust its
budget, BMBC cut the number of weekly hours in late June 1937, from the initial 34 3/4 hours to 28 3/4. The Sunday schedule was cut from seven hours to four: before the revision, the daytime period ran from 11lam to 1:30pm and the evening period from 5:30pm to 10pm. This was cut to 11:30am to 1:30pm for the daytime period (reducing half an
hour) and 6pm to 8pm for the evening period (cutting two and a half hours). On weekdays the schedule ran from 6pm to 10pm, simply cutting the last quarter hour on air (before then, the station closed at 10:15pm). On Saturdays, the afternoon period remained in the 12:45pm to 2pm slot, but the evening period, starting at 6pm, now ended at 9:35pm
instead of 11:15pm. This also prompted ZHL to reduce the number of artists to those able to perform without paying fees. Juvenile sessions were dropped because the artists had paid more. The existing charter suggested that the daily schedule would last at least four hours, with extensions depending on listener feedback. Any potential expansion was
hampered purely by lack of budget. The monthly income was of $3,500, $2,500 from the licence and $1,000 from the Municipality. There were hopes to increase the income due to the start of sponsored programmes.[22] Plans for shortwave broadcasting had been outlined in July 1937, despite concerns over the quality of its reception.[23] In its first
trimester on air, the BMBC was operating at a loss, a cause of "grave concern" for the staff.[24]Work on the shortwave BMBC station started in October 1937, aiming at a March 1938 launch date. The station was to broadcast at a frequency of 31.48 meters daytime and 49.9 meters nighttime. The programming would be the same as the existing
medium wave ZHL station.[25]In January 1938, it was announced that the BMBC would cease receiving its monthly $1,000 grant from the municipality effective the end of February.[26] In the year ending February 28, 1938, the BMBC was operating at a net profit of $275.88; compared to the loss of $5,368.67[27] The number of listeners now stood
at 4,213, up from the initial figure of 2,598 - even so, the figure was relatively lower than the planned target of 10,000 in the formal launch the previous year.[28] Ahead of the start of the shortwave service, it was reported that it would be picked up by over 9,000 radio receivers in Malaya - combined with over 4,000 in Singapore, the number of
potential listeners was going to increase threefold.[29] The station started on 19 July 1938 under the callsign ZHP (the "P" stood for "Progress") attracting an audience not just in Malaya, but also in Sarawak, Borneo and the Dutch Indies, especially in tin mines and rubber estates.[30]Thanks to the wider coverage range of ZHP, ZHL was able to
broadcast more sporting events, namely horse races, tennis and the football, specifically the Malayan Cup. Before the change in policy, it was more likely for attendees to go to the matches.[31]The shortwave frequency moved in on 1 October 1938 from 30.96 meters to 48.58 meters, under the new callsign ZHO, at the request of the Posts and
Telegraphs Department. The extant medium wave frequency (225 metres or 1333kc) remained unchanged.[32]In February 1939, the government started giving aid to the BMBC. The listener base was by then upgraded to 15,000 listeners: 5,000 in Singapore, a further 5,000 in the Federated Malay States, 2,000 in Penang, 1,000 in Johor and 350 in
Malacca. Statistically, out of the 5,104 licence holders (number of receivers) in Singapore, 2,574 were Europeans and Eurasians, 2,023 were Chinese, 219 were Malays, 195 were Indians, 87 were Japanese and six were Siamese.[33] The shortwave transmitter carrying ZHO upgraded its power in mid-1939, from 400 watts to 2 kilowatts.[34] At the
1939 Annual Report, there were plans to create two separate services, an 8+12-hour European service and a 9+12-hour Asiatic one. Included in the proposal was the creation of a second medium wave transmitter for the two programmes to be delivered from the extant facilities.[35] Subsequently, a second plan to increase the power of the shortwave
transmitter was held in early 1940, this time increasing its coverage to reach out to the entirety of Malaya, Borneo, the Netherlands Indies and Siam. Much of the equipment used was already manufactured in Singapore.[36]The corporation was taken over by the Straits Settlements government in 1940[37] as a part of the British Department of
Information, subsequently nationalised and reorganised as the Malaya Broadcasting Corporation (MBC),[18] the local counterpart to the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC). Additional French programming was added on 16 September 1940.[38]In order to counter German propaganda, a second shortwave transmitter was added on 29 September
1940, ZHP 3 (the existing transmitter was renamed ZHP 1). The station carried a special programme in German on Friday nights from 10pm to 10:30pm. The remainder of the line-up consisted of music and news, in Hindustani, Dutch, Tamil, Arabic and French. ZHL and ZHP 1 carried primarily content in English and Chinese dialects, with some
Malay programming as well.[39][40] By April 1941 ZHP 2 was activated. The station was merely a relayer of ZHL's output, that was also heard on ZHP 1.[41]During World War II, when the Japanese Imperial Army occupied Singapore from 1942 to 1945, the radio station on the island of Singapore was seized by the Japanese authorities and renamed
Syonan Hoso Kyoku ('Light of the South' Broadcasting Corporation, , known in English as the Syonan Broadcasting Station or SBS), the local counterpart to the Japan Broadcasting Corporation (NHK). Broadcasts under the new administration started on 13 March 1942 and broadcast over three frequencies, one in medium wave for within Singapore,
another to relay output from Tokyo and a shortwave frequency aimed at the time in Australia.[42] After repairs, broadcasts officially started on 28 March.[43] Programming was at the outset of occupation airing daily from 7pm to 10pm (later the closing time moved to 10:30pm) with an additional hour-long period from 10am to 11am for educational
programming. Programming was still in the same mix of languages as before but content in Japanese was added.[44]In June 1942, the Syonan station broadcast Japanese language learning classes to students, installing sets in 87 schools.[45]During occupation, a confidential British Far Eastern Broadcasting Service (BFEBS) was carried out by the UK
to its occupied territories, briefly having its offices at Caldecott Hill. The facilities were later used as a relay station for the BBC.[18]After the war, the British came back into power and reclaimed the radio station, with the station managed by the interim government British Military Administration (BMA).[17]Two separate stations were introduced
from 23 December 1945. The existing service was renamed Blue Network, carrying programming in English and Malay. The second service, the Red Network, carried content in Tamil, Hindustani and Chinese dialects. The Blue Network was carried on the 41,61,225 metre band and the Red Network, on the 41,61,300 metre band.[46]On 1 April 1946,
Radio Malaya Singapore and the Federation of Malaya (RMSFOM; or Radio Malaya), a short- and mediumwave service, was established in Singapore. Radio news and information, as well as local entertainment, were aired on its stations in English and later Mandarin Chinese and Malay. In June 1947, the BBC initiated a one-year takeover plan of the
BFEBS.[47] The plan was culminated on 8 August 1948.[48] Changes to programming led to the Blue Network adding some Chinese content on from 1 January 1949. Both networks increased their airtime.[49] This was due to requests from individual communities, who demanded more programmes for them.[50] The Chinese output gained its own
station on 1 January 1951, the Green Network.[51] Radio Malaya left the Cathay building on 4 November 1951 at closedown.[52] The two networks increased their schedule again in January 1952.[53]On the basis of the Radio Malaya broadcasters that moved to Kuala Lumpur in 1958, Radio Singapura took over on 4 January 1959 as the radio service
for Singapore, organised into a station each for English, Malay and Mandarin listeners, plus a blocktime slot for Tamil speakers.[54] Shortwave broadcasts commenced on 14 February 1960, consisting of relays of extant Radio Singapore output.[55] The frequency changed in 1961, with test transmissions in the new frequencies (7250, 6175, 6615 and
4280) were carried from mid-January.[55] A new radio station, Siaran Istimewa, was announced in May 1961[56] as the nation's first multilingual radio station signing on offially on 3 June, with programming in all 4 languages airing on the 990 kc (990kHz) band.[57] When Singapore joined Malaysia on 16 September 1963, Radio Singapura's stations
became part of Radio Malaysia and rebranded as "Radio Malaysia (Singapura)".[58]From 2 March 1964, the Malay, Tamil and Mandarin language divisions increased their airtime.[59] The number of radio news bulletins was increased from 29 to 42.[60]Shortly after Singapore reached self-government status on 3 June 1959, there were plans to obtain
television transmission rights. This manifested the founding of Television Singapura on 4 April 1961.Television Singapura aired test broadcasts on channel 5 from 21 January to 15 February 1963, ahead of its first official pilot broadcast on the evening of 15 February 1963. Minister for Culture S. Rajaratnam became the first person to appear on
Singapore TV, announcing that "Tonight might well mark the start of a social and cultural revolution in our lives." The first programme aired was a documentary, TV Looks at Singapore. The pilot service would broadcast for one hour and 40 minutes nightly; at the time, it was estimated that only one in 58 Singaporeans owned a television.[61]On 2
April 1963, Channel 5 was officially inaugurated by Yang di-Pertuan Negara Yusof Ishak; the service expanded to 7:15 to 11:00p.m. nightly. By September, its broadcast day had been lengthened to begin at 6:30p.m.[62] Initially, Channel 5 carried programmes in all four of Singapore's official languages. On 31 August, Channel 8 started trial
broadcasts,[63] before starting its regular service on 23 November 1963.[64]In January 1964, Television Singapura became the state branch of the new Televisyen Malaysia from Kuala Lumpur and was subsequently rebranded as sister channel "Television Malaysia (Singapura)". During its time as part of Malaysia, Singapore, like its three other
partnersSabah, Sarawak and Malayahad its own radio network, but Singapore was the only state to have its own television network. The state's radio and television broadcast right was included as an annex in the Malaysia Agreement which garnered autonomy in this area, among others.Television advertising started on 15 January 1964.[65]After the
separation of Singapore from the Malaysian federation, its radio and television outlets became part of Radio Television Singapore (RTS), a division of the Ministry of Culture. This led to expansions of the network, including a move to the new $3.6 million Television Centre at Caldecott Hill on 27 August 1966.[66]Within days of independence, TV
Singapura's main studio was damaged by a fire on the afternoon of 16 August 1965; this did not affect Radio Singapore's broadcasts.[67]An FM service was announced in January 1967, set to start in June or July of that year, where the four existing stations would be relayed.[68] The experimental FM service started testing in May 1967 and upgraded
to a pilot service on 23 June, with FM being ideal for Singapore's size.[69] The service went regular on 15 July, broadcasting over five frequencies: 94.2 (Malay), 95.8 and 96.8 (Chinese), 96.8 (Tamil) and 92.4 (English).[70] Test broadcasts of the FM Stereo service started on 18 July 1969 using the 92.4 frequency.[71] New radio studios were built in
1972, starting with the addition of the Radio House, then in 1975 by a new complex costing $4.2 million.[18]From 30 March 1973, Channel 5 began focusing on English and Malay-language programmes, while Channel 8 would focus on Chinese- and Tamil-language programmes.[72] On 24 October 1973, RTS aired a 40-minute documentary titled
Addiction: Three Experiences, chronicling the lives of three drug addicts. The documentary was given a Special Commendation by the Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union in 1974.[73]In January 1974, RTS bought two colour television transmitters worth $700,000. The old transmitters installed in 1966 would remain as standby equipment.[74] On 2 May
1974, the two channels conducted colour test broadcasts of The Mary Tyler Moore Show,[75] followed in July by its first live colour broadcastthe 1974 FIFA World Cup final. About 2,000 colour television sets were sold in Singapore three days before the match.[76]The first locally produced colour production was officially Anatomi Perbarisan
(‘Anatomy of a Parade') documenting preparations for the 9th National Day Parade airing on 1 August 1974;[77] the parade would be its first live broadcast produced on the 9th.[78] The second phase of the pilot colour service began on 11 November 1974, with newsreels being converted to colour, but it still had to air monochrome newsreels because
some of the footage available was still in black and white. The number of weekly hours given to colour programming increased from two to four on weekdays and four to six on weekends.[79]In honour of the impending launch of full-time colour broadcasts, RTS held a contest to design a new logo. After 662 submissions, the winning design by Loh
Hong Liat and Lawrence Wong Heng Kwok was unveiled in August 1975. Lok designed the letters "R and T" which represent recording, while Wong designed the letter "S".[80] Full-time colour broadcasts began on 1 November 1977.[citation needed]RTS radio stations began extending broadcasting hours of programmes in stereo on 3 April 1978,
adding technical costs to the broadcaster.[81]In accordance with the 1975 Geneva Frequency Plan, the RTS radio stations moved their frequencies effective 23 November 1978:English Service: 630kHzChinese Service: 680kHz 675kHzMultilanguage Service: 790kHz 792kHzMalay Service: 990kHzTamil Service: 1370kHz 1368kHzSince their
frequencies were already spaced in the multiples of 9kHz before the Geneva Frequency Plan, the English and Malay stations had their frequencies unchanged.[82]Singapore Broadcasting Corporation logoThe ability for RTS to grow was hampered by administrative and budgetary constraints, leading to frequent turnover in staff, and a reliance on
imported programmes rather than domestic productions. In September 1979, an act was proposed in the Parliament of Singapore to separate RTS from the Ministry of Culture, and replace it with a new statutory body known as the Singapore Broadcasting Corporation (SBC). The SBC was envisioned as an autonomous, state-owned enterprise akin to
Singapore Airlines and comparable to the BBC in the United Kingdom and its neighbours' RTM and TVRI.[83][84] The SBC Act was approved in parliament on 12 January 1980.[85]A competition for a new SBC logo was initiated in January 1980. The characteristics of the new brand were to be "simple and attractive", while not having more than three
colours, including the background. The winner would receive a cash prize worth $5,000.[86]The government officially dissolved RTS on 31 January 1980 and transferred its assets to the SBC.[87] The rebrand was not ceremonious. Ahead of closedown, an announcement was made telling viewers of the rename. The following morning, at 6 a.m., SBC
formally started with no preamble, with the only visible changes being a new interim wordmark logo, updated startup and closedown sequences, and a new news intro.[88] The new logo competition finished on 16 February. A preliminary selection was determined by five judges on 22 February. At first the logo was set to be introduced in March.[89] A
total of 4,042 entries were received.[90] The new logo was unveiled to the public on 18 May 1980.[91] The winner was Laurence Wong Heng Kwokwho had previously co-designed the RTS logo.[92]Its programming had not changed much following the relaunch, to the point that some viewers mockingly said that "SBC" stood for "Same Boring
Channel",[93] while some confusing it for the Singapore Bus Service (SBS) and others pejoratively nicknaming it "si bei cham" which meant "damn terrible" in Hokkien.[18] SBC introduced "weather girls" on 1 May 1980 for its English news broadcasts, before expanding to other languages in 1981. The format ended in March 1982 because it wanted
the weather report to be the same as the other languages and the "weather report within the news bulletin was adequate".[94] From June 1980, SBC would start sponsoring the clock before the news on its television channels, which it anticipated could bring in an additional S$1 million in revenue.[95] SBC began adapting a new format for its
television news broadcasts in August 1980.[96] The new format would feature two newscasters and more on-location reporting.[96]SBC introduced political party broadcasts for the 1980 general election campaign on 17 December 1980, with the People's Action Party getting 12 minutes of broadcast, the United Front and the Workers' Party three
minutes each and United People's Front three and a half minutes.[97] The shortest available broadcasts were for parties with six candidates with two and a half minutes.[98] The participating parties were required to send five copies of their manifestos to SBC. A final broadcast was held on 22 December.[98]The English-language current affairs
programme Friday Background debuted in March 1981.[99] In April 1981, to maximise SBC's resources in improving its sports presentation, the Malay and Chinese versions of the corporation's sports programme Sports Parade were cancelled; the programme now only airs in English.[100]In May 1981, on the day President Benjamin Sheares was
pronounced dead, SBC's television channels cancelled their regular programming and replaced them with "solemn music and serious documentaries". The next day, the corporation aired two episodes of Destiny and an episode of Sandiwara, which SBC thinks were too serious to be aired. SBC also decided not to repeat the state funeral of Sheares
because it would "lend levity to a sad occasion".[101]On 1 January 1982, SBC renamed its radio stations:Radio 1 (English; present-day Gold 905)Radio 2 (Malay; present-day Warna 942)Radio 3 (Chinese; present-day Capital 958)Radio 4 (Tamil 6am to 9pm and Chinese 9pm to midnight; present-day Oli 968)Radio 5 (Classical Music, the former FM
Stereo; present-day Symphony 924)The revamp was the result of a 1978 survey where listeners preferred entertainment programming over talk.[102]On 30 March 1982, SBC 5 began airing the children's storytelling programme Share A Story, with the Tuesday's broadcast aimed at 3 to 5-year-old children and the Thursday's broadcast aimed at 6 to
9-year-old children.[103] In 1982, commercial breaks during prime time on SBC 5 were four minutes long with six to nine advertisements squeezed in, while SBC 8's were eight to ten minutes.[104] On 1 February 1983, SBC's television news broadcasts received a new studio set, described as "duck-egg blue" and "three-dimensional". A special semi-
circular table was created for the set. The previous set was "pink" in colour. The new set was inspired from news and current affairs programmes in the United States.[105] Other changes include each newscaster reading different stories[105] and more graphics and illustrations.[105]The next day, SBC launched Newswatch, a children's news
programme aimed at 10 to 14-year-old children[106] It would air three times a week for 10 minutes; every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 7:20 pm.[106] The idea for Newswatch was suggested by the-then Cultural Minister in 1980[107] and planning for its creation started the following year,[106] involving the studying of similar news
programmes such as John Craven's Newsround[108] and Video Despatch.[106] The development for Newswatch was headed by SBC news executive Myrna Thomas and is assisted by William Earl of Television New Zealand.[108] The initial presenters of Newswatch were Woon Liew and Shantini Sundram.[106] Toh Seng Ling, who presented
Newswatch in 1990, would later become the newscaster for News 5 Tonight in April 2001.[109]SBC Radio 1 and SBC Radio 3 started carrying hourly news bulletins on 1 May 1983.[110]On 31 January 1984, SBC launched Channel 12, a new television service devoted to cultural programming. In connection to its launch, the English and Mandarin news
bulletins had their length extended to 30 minutes the following day. The move was taken considering mass interest in Cantonese productions in Malaysia, as well as the limited number of Mandarin speakers in the country. Musical programmes were also included in the agreement, and would also be distributed to Australia, New Zealand, Taiwan,
Europe and North America.[111] On 30 July, SBC started dubbing its series to Cantonese for the video market in Malaysia, in a contract with Unity Records that was valid from 1 September.[112]SBC began on-camera coverage of Parliament proceedings in 1985.[99] Today in Parliament began on 1 March 1985 with a one-hour long broadcast.[113]
Studio 6, a studio specially made for local programmes especially dramas, was completed in early 1985.[114]Advertisements on SBC in 1986 were limited to four for a half-hour programme and eight for an hour-hong programme.[115] In May 1986, SBC introduced "subtitle ads", advertisements appearing as a single-line sentence or one letter at a
time and appear for 10 seconds. This format is used to compensate for the advertisement limit imposed by the corporation. However, they only appear on programmes that do not have translation subtitles. While this advertisement format enabled more companies to advertise on television due to its cheaper rates, it has caused irritation among
viewers.[115]0n 3 August 1987, by request from listeners overseas, SBC began adding financial news bulletins from Radio 5 on the shortwave versions of Radio 1 and 3, while FM and mediumwave listeners can tune in to regular programming during the bulletin.[116] In August 1988, SBC news broadcasts adopted a new "upbeat and viewer-friendly"
look. The backdrop is now that of the skyline of Singapore. It generated positive response from viewers.[117]On 1 January 1989, SBC launched two new radio stations: Perfect 10 (airing English contemporary hits for youth) and YES (airing Mandarin music).SBC stopped airing Late News bulletins on Channel 12 in English and Channel 8 in Mandarin
on 2 January 1989 due to fewer news developments happening between the main news and the late news bulletins.[118]Two further radio services were announced in December 1989: 93.3 (airing Mandarin music) and a yet-unnamed MOR service (which would later become Class 95). The former was scheduled to launch on 1 January 1990, similar to
Perfect 10 the year before. The existing numbered radio services had some changes: broadcasting hours on Radios 2 and 4 (Malay and Tamil) were extended to 2 a.m.[119] in June 1989, along with Radio 3 (Chinese) but only on Fridays, Saturdays and the eve of public holidays,[120] and Mandarin language broadcasts were phased out from Radio 5.
[119] The MOR service, Class 95, started on 1 April 1990.[121] "Ria" (airing popular Malay music) started later.93.3 at its beginning was also known as Radio 6.[122] The station would also have the same broadcasting hours as almost all of SBC's radio stations.[123]SBC announced on 21 February 1990 that it would begin NICAM stereo broadcasts by
August that year, spending $3.5 million in the installation of the systems.[124] Channel 5 began stereo broadcasting on 8 August 1990, the first programme in the new format being Countdown to National Day 90.[125] With the start of stereo broadcasts, SBC invested $5 million to upgrade its production facilities for the new technology.[126] Channel
12 followed in December.[127] Additionally, SBC had further ambitious projects throughout the 90s, costing a grand total of $700 million: a new studio complex, upgraded equipment and transmission facilities and the development of new programmes and staff. To minimize congestion from Caldecott Hill, a second facility was to be opened tentatively
from Bukit Batok, the location of the television transmitter.[128]By the early 90s, SBC's Mandarin drama series were already being exported to places such as China and Canada.[129]SBC Channel 12 logo from 1990 to 1994Up until 1991, broadcasts of the television channels started and ended with multilingual greetings (Mandarin, Malay, Tamil,
English), in what was known as the "good-night girls" saying "Welcome" for opening and "Good Night" for closing. The start-up and closedown sequence, including the anthem, was known in Singaporean terminology as a "presso". From then on, SBC replaced the videos, which changed annually, by a CGI animation created by Ong Lay Hong, that was
to be used in both start-ups and closedowns. The new video bagged a bronze medal at the Fuji Network System Title Fair in June 1991, out of more than thirty entries from Asia. Such animation conveyed "human warmth" by including footage from SBC programmes, and the music was arranged to match the multi-ethnic nature of Singapore,
incorporating drum beats, sitars and violins.[130]Four of the five numbered SBC radio stations got their names changed over the course of several months from late 1991 to early 1992. Radio 2 was renamed Warna; Radio 3, The City Channel; Radio 4, Olikkalanjiam and Radio 5, Symphony. Radio 1 maintained its name since the station was "well
established as a leader".[131]SBC began accepting programmes from production houses in 1992. One of the first programmes commissioned was Kalau Dapur Tak Berasap from Communications 2000.[132] SBC ended live broadcasts of parliament proceedings in June 1992; earlier the corporation trialed broadcasts of the Budget debate. SBC's
highlights of parliament coverage continued but only as a 15-minute broadcast.[133]In January 1993, SBC added 20 hours a week of broadcasting hours for its television channels. As a result, each channel refined its identity SBC 5 will only air English and Malay shows, SBC 8 with Mandarin and Tamil and SBC 12 with "serious fare" and sports. Some
programmes were reshuffled, while newer programme genres, including talk shows and classic TV in the form of sitcom reruns were introduced.[134] The corporation also introduced block programming; originally began in 1992 with the Saturday morning cartoon slot "Nine to Twelve".[134]An educational programming block known as CDIS
(Curriculum Development Institute of Singapore) began airing on Channel 12 on 4 January 1993 produced by the Ministry of Education for SBC similar to Malaysia's TV Pendidikan and the then Indonesian TPI blocktime service on TVRI. On 1 February of that year, SBC celebrated its 30 years of television broadcasting. Before 7 June 1993 Channel 8
continued to sign-on as late as 5:50pm, On that day itself, Channel 8 expanded its airtime, now broadcasting from 3:00p.m. on weekdays and from 9:00 a.m on Saturdays (3:00 p.m before the increase). In November that year, SBC announced a satellite television network named Singapore International Television (SITV), to start on 1 January 1994. The
service was to be operated by the Singapore International Foundation (SIF) with the aim of promoting the Singaporean way of life abroad, and was to broadcast over a rented transponder in the Palapa satellite from 10:00p.m. to 11:00p.m. nightly.[135]By 1993, SBC had ambitions to produce more local content and broadcasting hours on channels 5
and 12, with Malay content scheduled to move to Channel 12.[136] Channel 8 would stick to the existing formula of Mandarin and Tamil.[137] SBC made its first attempt at producing an English drama by producing the made-for-TV movie Time Tomorrow, which aired on 9 March 1993.[138]In 1993, SBC launched a home shopping programme called
Sell-a-Vision (provided by Quantum International and represented locally by LeisureMart Pte Ltd) which broadcast twice daily for two hours a day on its television channels and was expected to run until May 1994. However, The Straits Times writer Cherian George mentioned that Sell-a-Vision was not part of SBC's twelve minutes of advertising per
hour rule.[139] It would also expand to SBC 8 in October 1994.[140]On 1 January 1994, Channel 5 moved its remaining Malay programming to Channel 12, and re-launched as an English-language channel. On the same day, AM radio broadcasts were cut without prior warning.[141]Radio Singapore International (RSI) was launched on 1 February
1994 as the official radio international broadcasting company in Singapore, airing news and current affairs, lifestyle, and music programming in English, Malay, Mandarin and Indonesian.[142][143]SBC began preparing for 24 hour broadcasts for its information-based radio stations in late 1993. 93.3 started 24 hour broadcasts on 1 May 1994; Radio
One on 16 May 1994; Class 95 in June[144] and City Sounds 95.8 in October[144] (later moved to December).[145] Love 97.2 launched on 23 September 1994, playing sentimental Mandarin pop music.[146]On 18 December 1991, the Minister of Information and the Arts George Yeo announced that the Singapore Broadcasting Corporation was to be
privatised within a period of two years. Its three television channels would be placed under the control of "two or three companies" and the radio stations spun off to a separate company. There were already talks with foreign investors from Hong Kong and the United States regarding the possibility of allowing potential stakes in the new companies.
[147] The decision was delayed in March 1993 from year-end 1993 to year-end 1994 to allow for greater competition in the region and abroad.[148] SBC held a committee for the names of the new corporations. One peculiar suggestion came from lettering artist Rathna Kumari, who suggested that the facilities service was to be called "The
Backbone", the radio network "Silksound" and the company in charge of channels 5 and 8 "FutureVision".[149]In September 1993, SBC announced that Malay programming would be moved to SBC 12 and expanded, and SBC 5 would become an English-language channel.[150] On 1 January 1994, SBC 5 relaunched with its new English-language
format as Channel 5.[151] Singapore International Television launched the same day, broadcasting an hour of programming for international audiences nightly via satellite; the channel opened with a special edition of Channel 5's Inside Asia followed by a relay of its 10:30p.m. news. The first half hour was to be devoted to current affairs and lifestyle
programming.[152]Radio Singapore International (RSI) was launched on 1 February 1994 as the official international radio broadcasting company in Singapore, airing news and current affairs, lifestyle, and music programming in English, Malay, Mandarin and Indonesian.[142][143] 93.3 started 24 hour broadcasts on 1 May 1994, followed by Radio
One on 16 May 1994, Class 95 in June,[153] and City Sounds 95.8 in December.[154][153] Love 97.2 launched on 23 September 1994, playing sentimental Mandarin pop music.[155]On 1 October 1994, SBC was formally privatised into the new holding company Singapore International Media (SIM), with four business units: Television Corporation of
Singapore (TCS, which controlled Channel 5 and 8), Radio Corporation of Singapore (RCS), Singapore Television Twelve (STV12, which controlled Channel 12) and SIM Communications (SIMCOM).[156] The Singapore Broadcasting Authority allocated $40 million per annum of money to TV12 to provide 45 out of the 60 hours a week of public service
broadcasting, with 19 hours for arts, sports and culture programming, 15 for Malay programming and 11 for Indian programming. The rest of the hours was funded by TV12.[157]In early 1995, TCS scrapped the duty officers, who were responsible to gauge feedback from viewers. The programme advisory committee which were made up of members
of the public and were useful for internal check were also scrapped.[158] TV12 moved to the Bestway building sometime in July 1995.[157]On 1 September 1995, Channel 8 expanded into a 24-hour network focusing exclusively on Mandarin-language programmes, while its Tamil programming was assumed by Prime 12a relaunch of Channel 12 which
focused on multilingual programming. TV12 also launched a UHF spin-off channel known as Premiere 12, which featured arts, culture, documentaries, children's, and sports programmes.[159][160]In October 1995, TV12 was originally asked by the Singapore Broadcasting Authority to launch another classical music station in response to changes in
RCS' 92.4, but later turned down due to the lack of funding from the authorities.[161]TCS viewed Channel 5 and Premiere 12 as practising "complementary programming" as much as possible, as Channel 5 was positioned as a mass appeal channel while TV12 catered to the special interest audience, with the latter promising to not appeal to the
lowest common denominator.[157] However, the separation of TCS and TV12 had caused the channels of both companies competing each other with similar programming at the same time slot, causing viewers to have less choice.[162] Local programming production on TV12, especially Prime 12, is 60% coming from production houses while 40%
comes from TV12 itself, using personnel from Vision Production.[132]On the occasion of TCS' third anniversary, its executive Daniel Yun said that its two channels, Channel 5 and Channel 8 will become more Singaporean with increasing local productions and its viewers become increasingly bilingual. Yun pointed out that they are not just channels for
the "English-educated yuppie" and "the HDB heartlander" respectively.[163]In March 1998, George Yeo announced at the Parliament that RCS would launch three new radio stations later in the year NewsRadio 93.8, Inter FM and an unnamed financial radio station.[164] On 1 March 1999, TCS launched Channel NewsAsia (CNA), a local news
channel.[165] TCS launched its own film production studio Raintree Pictures on 1 August 1998.Mediacorp logo (20012015)Radio Singapore International logoOn 15 June 1999, the Singapore International Media group of companies restructured as the Media Corporation of Singapore (MediaCorp). The new name was created to avoid confusion with
the Singapore Institute of Management. There were unfounded rumours of a merger between TCS and STV12, which were denied by Richard Tan.[166] MediaCorp later announced the creation of new strategic business units in July:[167]TV Channel Management (channels 5 and 8, upcoming sports channel)Public Broadcasting (Singapore Television
Twelve, namely Prime 12 and Premiere 12)Radio (12 stations owned by the Radio Corporation of Singapore)TV/Film Production and Distribution (programme production and distribution units of TCS, STV12 and subsidiary companies)News and Current Affairs (Channel NewsAsia)Print Media (Caldecott Publishing)Multimedia (multimedia units of all
subsidiaries).On 30 January 2000, MediaCorp launched three new channels. Prime 12 and Premiere 12 were relaunched as Suria and Central respectively; Suria would be a Malay-language channel, while Central would be divided into three dayparted blocks under the brands "Kids Central" (children's programming), "Vasantham Central" (Tamil-
language programming), and "Arts Central". Sportscity, a sports channel, was also launched the same day.[168]1[169][170] In September 2000, CNA launched an international feed, intending to expand the service into a pan-Asian network.[171] On 10 November, Today was launched as a free newspaper to compete with Singapore Press Holdings'
Streats.[172] The newspaper was owned by MediaCorp, Singtel, and SMRT, with DelGro pulling out two days earlier.[173][174]Ernest Wong was appointed CEO of MediaCorp on 1 October 2000. He had worked with the corporation since 1994, when he joined the Audit Committee of what would become Singapore International Media. Among his
accolades in the group were the start of its news channel and its international expansion, as well as the investment in the internet and theatrical businesses.[175] At the time, the government planned to list MediaCorp on the stock market by the end of 2000 or the start of 2001.[176]On 12 February 2001, MediaCorp completed its establishment of a
new senior management team, with Wong serving as CEO of the holding company (Media Corporation of Singapore Pte Ltd) and MediaCorp TV, Farrell Meisel as chief operating officer (COO) of MediaCorp, Kenneth Tan as COO of MediaCorp TV, Woon Tai Ho as COO of MediaCorp TV12, and Chua Foo Yong MediaCorp as COO of MediaCorp Radio.
[177]MediaCorp's monopoly on free-to-air television was broken in May 2001, when the Singapore government granted new free-to-air licenses to SPH MediaWorks, a subsidiary of publisher Singapore Press Holdings. The company launched two channels in English and Chinese respectively, TVWorks (later Channel i) and Channel U.[178] In late-
2004, citing financial issues, SPH announced an agreement to merge its television business with that of Mediacorp; SPH would transfer Channel i and U to MediaCorp, take a 20% stake in MediaCorp TV, and a 40% stake in Today, while discontinuing its competing Streats.[179][180]Channel i was shut down on 1 January 2005 as it was not considered
to be economically viable, while Channel U continued as a complementary service to Channel 8.[181] Alongside the takeover, Channel 8 amended its Chinese name from D b b do (Chinese: ) to B pndo (Chinese: ) to match the notation that had been used by Channel U (Chinese: ; pinyin: Yu pndo); MediaCorp explained that the change was meant to
reflect the integration of SPH and its ideas into the company.[182]0On 21 October 2004, Mediacorp hosted the first Singapore Radio Awards with nominations only open to its radio stations.[183] In July 2005, Mediacorp renewed a transmission agreement with the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) to extend the broadcast of the BBC World
Service Radio, which has been aired in Singapore since 1976.[184] In May 2007, the company hired an experienced senior management staff team to help steer the company to strengthening position in the Asian region.[185] On 11 November 2007, Mediacorp launched HDS5, the first high definition television channel in Singapore.[186]In 2007, in
effort to establish a new generation of actresses, MediaCorp identified and grouped the seven most promising upcoming actresses from Singapore in the 2000s, namely Jesseca Liu, Jeanette Aw, Rui En, Fiona Xie, Joanne Peh, Felicia Chin and Dawn Yeoh, then all in their twenties, and referred to them collectively as "Seven Princesses of MediaCorp"
(0.[1871[188]1[189] A similar grouping of its male artistes for similar reasons was carried out in 2014, grouping eight promising upcoming Mediacorp actors from Singapore in the 2010s, namely Zhang Zhenhuan, Romeo Tan, Desmond Tan, Jeffrey Xu, Xu Bin, Ian Fang, Aloysius Pang and Shane Pow, and were collectively known as the "8 Dukes of
Caldecott Hill".[190][191][192]All Mediacorp radio stations converted to 24/7 broadcasting from 1 January 2008. At the time, the only stations that still closed down were Capital 95.8, Ria 89.7, Symphony 92.4, 938LIVE and 96.3 The International Channel (renamed XFM later in 2008).[193] In February, Mediacorp acquires 20% stake in Chinese
outdoor advertising firm, Dahe Media, awhile at the same time, the company entered a strategic investment partnership with Vietnamese company, the International Media Corporation (IMC) in which they will "look forward to lending [its] expertise in the areas of programming, branding, promotion, management and airtime sales".[194]In March
2008, it was announced that Central would be split into two separate channels, with Vasantham Central being spun-off as a full-time channel serving the Tamil community, and children's and arts programming moving to a new channel.[195] The changes took effect in 19 October of that year, with the launch of the new Vasantham and Okto channels.



[196]1[195] In August 2008, MediaCorp also launched MOBTYV, an online television service.[197]Owing to the diminished effectiveness of a shortwave radio service over time with changing technology and media consumption habits, RSI was dissolved on 31 October 2008.[198]In January 2009, Mediacorp established its Interactive Media Division where
its online and mobile properties will be consolidated into a new division.[199] In March, Mediacorp was among 6 ASEAN broadcasting companies including Media Prima, Media Nusantara Citra (MNC) and ABS-CBN Corporation jointly to form a regional broadcasting alliance, Smart Alliance to carry out an alliance to cooperate in three areascontent,
sales and marketing, and technologyand take advantage of economies of scale and combined markets that the region can offer.[200][201][202] In December, the company began to phased out its cost-cutting measures and restoring full pay for its staffs.[203]In 2009, Mediacorp was appointed as the media partner for the World Expo 2010 in Shanghai
with Channel NewsAsia providing news coverage in a year-long partnership. The appointment makes the company became the first global media partner of the exhibition.[204] Mediacorp had extended its partnership with the Japanese public broadcaster, NHK for another 3 years, until 2012, during The Asian Pitch competition.[205] In August 2009,
Mediacorp Studios started a block on the Philippine network TV5, after doing so in Malaysia.[206] In March 2010, the company signed a licensing deal with Global Yellow Pages in which the deal allows Mediacorp reproduced or using the latter's data on its online classified advertising platform Mocca on a "revenue-sharing arrangement".[207] On 31
August 2010, MediaCorp acquired the broadcasting rights of ABS-CBN drama series Tayong Dalawa to airing on Channel 5 as The Two Of Us with English-dubbed, English and Mandarin-subtitled, and dual-language sound (English and Filipino) option.[208][209][210]In March 2011, Mediacorp announced an "organisational alignment and movements"
in its sales business which took effect on 1 April.[211] On 12 August, Mediacorp selected DP Architects and Maki and Associates as the architects of its new campus, which to be located at Mediapolis@one-north.[212]In 2012, the company partnered with French mobile advertising firm Sofialys "to implement a new multi-platform advertising serving
solution".[213] In August 2013, Mediacorp consolidated its sole Malay channel, Suria and its two Malay radio stations, Warna 942 and Ria 897 into a new division, known as the Malay Broadcast Division.[214]In April 2015, Mediacorp retrenched its 33 staffs as part of its corporate restructuring exercise.[215] In June, Mediacorp set up its Digital
Group to overseen products and services for online consumers and marketers.[216]The current Mediacorp logo used since 20150n 8 December 2015, Mediacorp officially opened a new headquarters at one-north's Mediapolis development. The 12-storey complex was designed by DP Architects and Maki and Associates and features a "fenceless"
design with four studios, a 1,500-seat "broadcast-ready" theatre, and an integrated multi-platform newsroom. The company expected to complete the migration from its previous Caldecott Hill facilities by July 2016. Alongside the new headquarters, Mediacorp also unveiled a new logo, which was designed to reflect the broadcaster's "vibrancy" and
"multiplicity", acting as an "a window to the world and a reflection of life".[217]In April 2017, Mediacorp began to phase out print publication of Today by discontinuing its weekend editions. The weekday editions were then discontinued in September 2017, leaving Today as a digital publication.[218] SPH would concurrently divest its stakes in
Mediacorp for S$18 million.[219][220] In September 2018, magazines 8 Days and i-Weekly ceased print publications and went solely on their digital platforms.[221] i-Weekly would later merge with Channel 8 News to form 8world for Chinese news, entertainment and lifestyle contents.Analogue broadcasting of Mediacorp channels ended at midnight
on 2 January 2019, transitioning exclusively to digital television.[222]0On 1 May 2019, Okto was discontinued as a standalone channel, with its children's programming becoming a daytime block on Channel 5 under the Okto on 5 branding.[223] Okto's sports programming was moved primarily to other Mediacorp outlets.[224][225] Channel 8 similarly
rebranded its existing children's block as Okto8 (lit. Okto on 8)On 30 January 2020, Mediacorp rebranded its digital media platforms Toggle, MeRadio and MeClub as meWatch, meListen and meRewards respectively. The rebranding came as part of the broadcaster's "Made for You" initiative to build multi-platform services "designed around
consumers' preferences and consumption habits".[226]The company partnered with technology company, Amobee on 24 February 2021 to launched Mediacorp AdDirect, a self-service advertising solution platform which "provides an easy, efficient and effective way for businesses to reach their target customers".[227][228]In July 2022, Mediacorp
collaborated with Nanyang Polytechnic to set up a new centre for omnichannel marketing to aid small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), which intended to "provide training to SMEs" and "support them in planning, creating, and driving omnichannel marketing campaigns".[229] The company also partnered with World Wide Fund for Nature
(WWF) in November to produce science-based edutainment content for Okto in order to "build a factually accurate source of engaging edutainment for kids".[230]In December 2022, the company entered partnership with YouTube, The Pinkfong Company and Taiwan Creative Content Agency (TAICCA) to produce and acquire video content.[231]On 16
January 2023, Mediacorp announced a rebranding of nearly all of its properties, which officially took effect on 1 February. The properties adopted a unified branding scheme based around flat design, with logos prefixed by an encircled Mediacorp insignia, and branding elements also incorporating a chevron formed from the top of the insignia.[232]
The company signed a deal with global technology research company, Ecosystm in May 2023 to engage with commercial and content collaborations. The deal combined Ecosystm's "research and thought leadership" with Mediacorp's "creative capabilities and wide audience reach".[233]In December 2023, Mediacorp signed an agreement with
Taiwanese production company Mission International for content development at the Asia TV Forum and Market (ATF). Both companies also will co-develop scripts ranging from different genres.[234]Mediacorp operates six commercially-supported terrestrial channels broadcast in the four official languages of the country (Singapore English,
Mandarin Chinese, Malay and Tamil). The company holds a monopoly on terrestrial television within the country.NamelLanguageProgrammingCNAEnglish24-hour global news, current affairs and lifestyleChannel 524-hour news, culture, entertainment and childrenChannel 8Chinese24-hour news, culture, entertainment and childrenChannel UNews
and entertainmentSuriaMalayNews, culture, entertainment and childrenVasanthamTamilNews, culture, entertainment and childrenMediacorp operates twelve FM radio stations, with eleven domestic stations, as well as a relay of the BBC World Service.[235] The company's digital audio broadcasting service was discontinued on 1 December 2011.
[236] Mediacorp's stations dominate listenership in the country, owning all but one of the top ten stations in Singapore based on average listenership according to surveys by Nielsen in 2024, with its stations having an average weekly listenership of 3.93 million in total.[237]FrequencyStationLanguageFormat88.9MHzBBC World
ServiceEnglishNews/Talk89.7MHzRia 897MalayTop 40 (CHR)90.5MHzGold 905EnglishClassic hits92.4MHzSymphony 924EnglishClassical93.3MHzYES 933ChineseTop 40 (CHR)93.8MHzCNA938EnglishNews/Talk94.2MHzWarna 942MalayAdult contemporary Infotainment95.0MHzClass 95EnglishAdult contemporary95.8MHzCapital
958ChineseClassic hits News/talk96.8MHzOli 968TamilAdult contemporary Infotainment97.2MHzlLove 972ChineseAdult contemporary98.7MHz987EnglishTop 40 (CHR)Main article: meWatchCurrent mewatch logomewatch[188] (formerly Toggle) was launched on 1 February 2013 as an OTT service. On 1 April 2015, xinmsn was merged with Toggle.
[238][239][240] It is Mediacorp's digital video service that redefines TV viewing, bringing Toggle Originals, catch-up content, live coverage of key national events, news, entertainment, and behind-the-scene exclusives to viewers across multiple devices computers, tablets, smartphones, smart television sets, and digital media players.Current melisten
logomelisten[188] (formerly MeRadio) is an audio digital platform focusing on live audio streaming of Mediacorp's eleven radio stations as well as audio podcasts.[241] This platform is also where they offered their online radio stations, such as IndieGo for independent music and urban adult contemporary.[242]In 2018, Mediacorp launched the
Mediacorp Partner Network. Under the MPN, Mediacorp signed agreements with brands like:ESPN on 6 August 2018, where Mediacorp will be the exclusive representative for all ad sales in Singapore for ESPN.com, while ESPN will launch a dedicated Singapore edition of the ESPN site to deliver a mix of local sports news and features in addition to
coverage of global sports.[243]99.co on 29 August 2018 to create property related news and information for consumers.[244]Edipresse in November 2018 to co-develop content across digital editorial platforms, TV, live radio and events. Such content will be made available on both Mediacorp and Edipresse Media platforms, utilising the regional
reach and influence of both companies.[245]VICE on 23 April 2019 to bring original VICE digital and TV content to a new Singapore audience via Mediacorp's multi-platform reach.[246]Some of Mediacorp's flagship programmes include:Star Awards Mediacorp's marquee awards event, celebrating the best in local Chinese-language entertainment.
[247] The Pesta Perdana and Pradana Vizha are the Star Awards' equivalent for Malay-language and Tamil-language entertainment.[248][249]Lunar New Year's Eve Special Show Mediacorp's annual Chinese New Year's Eve Live Countdown Show similar to CMG New Year's Gala, featuring a wide variety of song and dance performances.[250]
[251]Star Search118 long-form Channel 8 drama. 255-episode 118 I aired from 2014 2015, 218-episode 118 II ran from 2016 2017, and a special 23-episode 118 Reunion aired in 2018.[252]Tanglin long-form Channel 5 daily drama that centred on the lives of multiracial and multigenerational families in a middle-income neighbourhood, in the Holland
Village, Tanglin. The 823-episode show ran from 2015 to 2018.[253]KIN long-form Channel 5 weekends drama launched in 2018 (after Tanglin's conclusion).[254]Getai Challenge singing talent search competition that aimed to promote the Getai culture and discover aspiring Getai singers. Season 1 was shown on Channel 8 in 2015, and Season 2 in
2018.[255]SPOP SING! an initiative launched by Mediacorp in 2018 to showcase and curate local music compositions.[256]Abang Teksi (Taxi Brother) Suria only Malay sitcom aired season 1 from 2017 and season 2 from 2019.[257]Forensik (Forensics) Suria drama and spin-off to English counterpart Code of Law launched in 2020.[258]In 2000,
MediaCorp Studios was created to produce content for MediaCorp TV channels, such as Channel 5, Channel U and Channel 8.[259] In 2001, EagleVision was created to produce content for Suria and Vasantham.[260] They co-produce programmes with regional broadcasters and production houses such as Media Prima Malaysia,[261] Radio Televisyen
Malaysia,[262] Radio Television Brunei,[263] ABS-CBN Studios Philippines,[264] Eightgeman Taiwan and Taiwan Television.[265]At 6:54am on 6 October 1982, SBC Radio 2 claimed that Malaysian squash champion Zainal Abidin died in a car accident. Said announcement turned out to be a voice test conducted by a newsreader ahead of the 7am
bulletin. In the wake of the voice test, Zainal received calls regarding his status. SBC subsequently apologised to Zainal.[266] Azmi Mahmud, who did the voice test, was sacked on 22 January 1983, in the fallout of the incident.[267] To prevent further mishaps, SBC tightened its controls on its news procedures.[268]In 2007, cloud software DVR
service RecordTV (now InstantTV) filed a lawsuit against Mediacorp for copyright infringement which the latter claimed as "groundless threats". This comes after the company sent two "cease and desist" letters to RecordTV which "stated the consequences" of alleged copyright violations, which led Mediacorp counter-sued against RecordTV.[269] In
December 2009, Mediacorp won the case against RecordTV, in which the Singapore High Court found that RecordTV had infringed copyright laws by allowing users to record programmes shown on three Mediacorp-owned channels.[270] However, this ruling was later overturned in favour of RecordTV by the Court of Appeals, and MediaCorp was
ordered to pay costs and damages to RecordTV, and an injunction was issued against MediaCorp from issuing further threats against RecordTV.[271]On 29 March 2017, an edition of the Channel 5 comedy panel game show OK Chope! featured the following question:Najib slams  for threatening Malaysia's progress.of which the answer was "fake
news". The panelists while trying to find an answer to fill the blank, referred to "kissing Malaysian officers" and the live-action version of Beauty and the Beast, whose release was postponed in Malaysia due to the inclusion of a minor gay character. The segment went viral on social media and prompted anger from Malaysian netizens. The Malaysian
Artistes Association and the Selangor UMNO Youth both demanded that Vernetta Lopez should apologise for insulting and ridiculing Najib or would face a ban from Malaysian TV shows. Mediacorp issued an apology on 5 April 2017 and removed the episode from Toggle.[272]YearAward-giving bodyCategoryRecipientResultRef.200813th Asian
Television AwardsAsia's Terrestrial Broadcaster of the YearMediacorpWon[273]201318th Asian Television AwardsWon[274]Portals: Singapore CompaniesMass media of SingaporeCensorship in SingaporeList of programmes broadcast by Channel 5 (Singapore)List of programmes broadcast by Mediacorp Channel 8List of programs broadcast by
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